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My cousins.

Everybody is cousins.

Laughs —right. They were my first cousins.

OK.

Most of the places, we’d fight.

Now was it the boys that you hung with or the boys and girls?

Both.

Ernest sang solos in church.

So low didn’t nobody hear it.

Did you go to the lodge for school as well?

No, | didn’t go to the lodge. That was before my time.

Ok, so you did attend Gibson Grove?

| went there, but | never had joined.

OK

What you doing singing then?

During that time, you could do that (laughs). | never did join.

OK. You went to Sunday school and church there. At what age did you stop going?

Start?

Stopped.

That’s a good question

When he stopped going to church?

Yes, at Gibson Grove?

Really, | was going up until it closed down. What year was that? Fifty something. | can’t remember.
Ok, but you think it was around the fifties or sixties when you stopped going?

I think it was around the sixties.

And you said it closed at one point?

No, they didn’t close. They moved away and whatnot. It really didn’t close until after it caught on fire.
OK —what groups did you belong to in the church? So you sang in the choir?

Yes, | tried. | have to tell this. The lady told me to stand up and sing solo so she would no whether |
could sing base or tenor. | after | sang, she said | can’t tell what you are singing base or tenor or what.
(laughter) | never tried to sing anymore.

When did you join the choir, was it something you got put in when you were little?

Yes. In Sunday school.

Did you belong to anything else, usher or anything else or just the choir?

[shook his head no]

All of your family went to the church? Was it the church you attended? Did your mother, grandmother
and everybody attend?

By any chance, do you remember her grandmother?

No.

Which grandmother?

Sara Gibson

No, but | remember her real good.

What do you remember about her?

You know, just neighbors. We'd go, sit down and talk to her every now and then.

Do you remember any family members other than the ones Sadie mentioned that might be very ___
?

You said you were a juvenile member of Moses Lodge?

Yes, but | never did join.

Do you remember other activities outside of the weekly meetings?

Just weekly meetings.

What day of the week did you go to meetings?
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Sundays.

Do you remember what day the adult meetings were held?
Wednesday night.

Did you have to pay dues as well or do you remember?
Shook his head no

Can you describe what Moses Hall looked like on the inside?
They just had one big room downstairs where they had the — dances. And they had one big room
upstairs.

So it was just a two level building. One big room and then another big room?
Yes.

Where did you have thé meetings, downstairs or upstairs?
Upstairs.

Was there anything special, like hung on the walls like a flag?
Not that | know of.

Was the building made of brick?

No.

It was made of wood?

Boards.

Did it have a chimney?

Yes, it had to have a chimney ‘cause they had fire.

Was it a brick chimney?

It had better be brick or it was catch fire (laughs).

Do you remember what it looked like on the outside?

It was siding on the outside.

Siding?

Yes,

Do you remember what color?

Brown and green, | think.

Do you remember if there was a fireplace on both levels or just one?
There was no fireplace, there was just a stove.

Just a stove?

Yes.

Was it a coal stove or wood?

Wood stove.

OK, thank you.

Thank you.
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Interview with Vera Johnson

What is your full name?

Vera Palmer Greer Johnson

How old are you?

Eighty-years-old

Where were you were born?

| was born in Washington, DC. Columbia Hospital and then they immediately carried me back to Cabin
John

How long did you live in Cabin John?

Until | was in my early teens.

Where in the Cabin John area did you live?

Seven Locks Road.

Is that what is now Carver Road.

Yes, at that time there was no road. The houses are just like here and there.

Did all of your family live in that house?

Um hm. Want me to name them?

Yes.

There was me, Dorothy, Edna, Donald, and Lawrence Palmer.

Parents, grandparents?

My mother was Frances Palmer. Do you want my father?

Um hm.

My father was Edward Palmer and my grandmother was Edna Burley.

On whose side? Your grandmother was your mother’s side or father’s?

On my mother’s. My father is from North Carolina or South Carolina.

And all of you lived in the home together?

In one home, yes.

OK. How many bedrooms did your home have?

Two, two bedrooms.

Were any additions added to the house?

No. Can you image that many people living in the house? (laughter) We had two bedrooms. We hand
one and our parents had one.

Where did your grandmother sleep?

My grandmother, well my grandmother didn’t always stay with us. She just stayed with us in the latter
years. But she stayed downstairs.

Did you go to Gibson Grove Church?

Yes, at a very young age until | was about nine or ten.

Why did you stop at nine or ten?

Maybe it was my early teens.

Were you baptized there?

No. Let me try and remember. | can’t remember. We went to Sunday School there. They had Christmas
plays.

Do you remember the pastor?

Did you go to the school in that area?

River Road.

You went to River Road? You didn’t go to the school when it was at the church or at Moses Hall?
No, that was before my time. | think.

Did your parents or grandmother belong to Moses Hall?

Oh, you are talking about

The lodge
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The lodge? Now | gotcha. Yeah, | did go to Moses Hall.

So you went to school there?

No, | didn’t go to school there, but they used to have affairs there and | used to go to like little parties
for children and things like that. But my parents did. My mother and father did. | know my mother did.
Do you know if your grandmother did?

Yes, she did go. As a matter of fact, | think she was a member of the lodge.

Moses Hall?

Yes, we called it the lodge. You know, | have some family buried out there too. If you knew something
like this was going to come along, you'd take notes. (laughter)

Yes, it was just a long building. | think it had an upstairs. | can visualize the upstairs — the steps. Chairs, a
table that is the best | can remember.

And of course, outside there was a burial ground.

Did you get that?

Um hm.

OK. Now there was a family that lived in that area too. The Harrises. You heard that?

Um hm. I’'m actually talking to Sadie. Do you know who in your family is buried at the lodge in the
cemetery?

Do | know?

Yes.

| had one brother | know. He died as a baby. As a matter of fact, two of them.

OK

Edward, Julius and Ernest Palmer and they were babies. They didn’t have a funeral, they were just
buried there.

Do you know of anybody else?

Ah, | think my grandfather was buried there.

What was his name?

Frank Hartford. That was my great grandfather and | think his family was there, but don’t quote me on
that.

Do you think he’s buried out there?

Yes and possibly his family.

What about your grandmother? Where is she?

| think they buried her at Lincoln Park.

And her husband?

Her husband was buried at... go and ask me something else, | have to call my daughter.

OK.

Any information that | don’t have, I'll write it down and see if | can get it. | can still call you and give it to
you.

OK. Do you remember if any funeral were held at the lodge?

At the church | do. | can’t remember whose- there were couple of funeral held at the church, because |
remember some.

| was just trying to

All of them long steps.

At the church?

Yes. Now my great-grandfather is buried there. Now what else do you need?

The next | was going to ask you, do you remember the Mason family. Sara Mason

Yes, Sara Mason, what was her husband’s name? | remember her —a tall lady. She lived right next to
the church. | can’t remember her husband’s name, but | remember a nephew that used to live with her
name Ed Gibson. You heard that? You got that?

Yes. Do you remember anything specific about Sara Mason, what she did for a living?

She was a member of that church, | remember that and if I'm not mistaken, | think she used to keep the
church clean. What do they call the person that does that? You know the person that go up and keeps
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the church clean. | can’t remember her husband’s name.

Do you know what happened to Ed Gibson at any point?

He died.

0K, did he have any children?

Not that | know of. Now there was — did you get the families of Stewarts up there, Julia Stewart?

No

Julia Stewart, she was an old Cabin John liver. She had a daughter named Catherine Stewart, then she
had a son, he was killed at any early age. He was killed in an automobile accident. His name was Charlie
Proctor. | don’t know if that was from the same marriage. | remember my mother saying that. Could
have been a different marriage.

Do you know any of the Stewart family?

The children?

Um hm.

Yes, she had — well | knew Catherine didn’t have any — she had children but | don’t know, my daughter
would know.

OK. Who were your friends growing up in Cabin John?

Hazel Harris, Jack Harris, Ernest —all of this is one family. Alois White, Bernice, Sadie Harris. Who else
was there? Then we had Adeline Bolds. Did you hear of them in Cabin John?

| heard about the Bolds, but | haven’t had contact with them.

Well, Adeline lives in New York, but | can call her and maybe have her to call you.

OK, that would be great.

Adeline Bolds, Alice Bolds, Roland Harper — he wasn’t a Bolds. Now that was in Cabin John. We had
other friends, but they lived in Scotland. Have you heard of a place called Rock Springs?

No.

Well, that was another little place that black people lived and we had friends there, but that has
nothing to do with Cabin John. Did you get any information about the Joneses?

Yes, | have their name, but | haven’t found anybody for the Jones family yet. Actually, that’s not true, |
do have someone who is looking up the Jones’ information. She said she’ll contact me this week to let
me know.

You don’t know who [Jones family member] it is?

No, but she sounds young. She is younger, she sounds young on the phone. Said she would talk to
everybody on the phone and try to get history.

Well that is helpful. See, when you're young, you can kinda get around. Now I'm trying to remember.
I’'m eighty; I'm going back (laughter). I'm trying to remember as much as | can and some of the
information that I'm telling you, you’'ve already gotten.

Yes, but at least it is confirmed. That is the thing to try and confirm. Ah, do you know who - outside of
—because | know everybody on that little, what | know as Carver Road area, rented the houses. Do you
know who owned the property? | know the Harris’ owned their property and the Whites owned their
property and .

We did too.

You did, ‘cause Myra/Mara said you were renting the house.

| don’t remember renting nobody. | don’t remember, maybe Lawrence told you, but | don’t remember
my mother and father paying rent to nobody. ‘Cause that was my grandmother’s place.

OK

Lawrence don’t know ‘cause that was my grandfather’s property right up in there where we lived.
What was your grandfather’s name?

Um, Frank Harper.

It was his property? OK.

Now you can put a question mark beside it. That is something to confirm.

Um, how much — it was just that house — did you have any land around it?

We had a, yes we had some land around it, | can’t tell you how much, but yes we had some land

10



Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

Interviewer:

Vera:

around.

Did you have trees — like fruit trees?

Yes, we had trees, we had fruit trees, we even had a big garden.

OK

| wish we had those pictures.

Now my only other question and you might have been too young to remember this. The old Gibson
Grove church was a log cabin. There were two or three people buried next to that log cabin. So it would
be over where Sara Mason’s house is. Do you ever remember anybody saying anything about that?

I am 80 years old (laughter).

The creek where people got baptized and stuff. And then someone else told me there was a creek
where people used to get water from. Did your family ever use it?

There was a creek out there.

Cabin John Creek?

Cabin John

That ran kinda in front almost on the other side of Seven Locks road.

Yes, there was a creek. That’s right, but | can’t remember. There certainly was a creek right on Seven
Locks road. Whoever told you that was — it must have been one of the whites that told you that. There
was a creek, | remember ‘cause we used to go swimming in there. Rocks, snakes (laughter).

| talked to a lady yesterday. It was Pearl Black. She said she only lived in Cabin John for two years and
she lived

Pearl Black?

Yes. Her grandmother was Irma McKenny.

Yes, | know Irma.

She stayed there for — it wasn’t her grandmother, it was her aunt. Pearl said she lived there for two
years.

| know Irma McKenny and | knew her son. Now they lived in Cabin John and the got children, ‘cause |
met. Oh! | can get some information for you for that.

I don’t have any information

Don’t worry about it. | got a girl’s number right here where you can get it, and | can call her right now.
‘Cause we just had a reunion.

Everybody keeps telling me about the reunion.

I met some of the McKenny girls there. | didn’t know them but (laughter). | do know, yes | do. | just saw
some a couple of weeks ago. Too bad you weren’t there.

People kept telling me this.

We had people from Brook Mount, another little place and. Did you get the Whites — yes you got the
Whites. There was some other people that lived there. The Henderson — | don’t know if they still live
there or not. | saw some of the — | can’t remember there names. Some of the people — some of the girls
are married. But I’'m going to get as much info as | can. | ‘m going to get the McKenny girls and I'll also
call Edna. She’s my cousin. She lives in New York and I'm going to try to get some information from her
for you. Her father was a minister.

OK. Was he at Gibson Grove at any point, do you know?

No, his church was in Virginia, but | think he used to attend Gibson Grove occasionally, but Adeline
could tell you

OK. Was there anything else you could remember about being in Gibson Grove, or Cabin John?

We used to play baseball. Used to play a lot of baseball.

Where?

In front of my house. It was a little field there. We used to pick blackberries, strawberries.

Who's vines or were they wild?

They were wild. It was like out in the woods like. There was some Morgans that lived there too. Jenny
Morgan, her name was Geneva and her husband Gerald Morgan and they had two boys; Edna would
know that. We used to have fun. We used to play games. Games are different now than what it used
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to be. We didn’t have much to go on. The little bit we had, we enjoyed it. Now it is so much different.
If you can think of anything else you want, you can ask.
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INTERVIEW WITH ADA CLARK

My first questionis what is your full name

My full name?

Yes.

Before you start writing, my name is Sara Ada, but they always call me Ada.

OK

So you can put Ada Sara.

OK

| don’t know why. My mama named me Sara Ada, but they call me Ada. Because Sara is a lady that
lived in Gibson Grove.

Sara Mason?

Yes, right.

So you were named after her?

| don’t know if she named me after her, but her brother had a wife named Sara. | don’t know which one
she named me after. They called me Ada all the time. There was another lady named Ada Bradley, so |
guess she named me after one of them. When | go anywhere | say my name is Sara Ada, but they call
me Ada. So just put Ada Sara.

So what is your date of hirth?

Um, April, the ninth, nineteen eleven.

You're born a few years earlier than my grandmother. Where were you born?

Potomac, Maryland

OK. At what point did you move to Cabin John?

Well actually | was born out there in Cabin John

Did your family actually live in Cabin John.

My mom lived out there. It wasn’t near the church, but it was out there is Maryland, Montgomery
Country, Maryland.

OK

We attended church out there. We used to go in a big wagon, horse and buggy. We didn’t have cars.
Just a dirt road.

OK, what were your parent’s names?

My mother’s name was Julia, Julie Lee Wendear.

OK and your father’s name?

George.

0K, and was that Wendell as well?

Yes. W-I-N-D-E-A-R. Some of them spelled it E-L-L, but we always spelled it E-A-R.

You said E-A-R.

W-|-N-D-E-A-R Windear.

Oh, OK.

It must have been Windell, but I’'m going by what they told me.

OK, what did your parent’s do for a living?

What did my parent’s do for a living?

Yes.

Days work, house work and all that.

Was your father a laborer?

Um hum.

OK. Now your mother, did she do like seamstress work or just housework?

Who, my mother?

Um hum.

She used to do days work — cleaning house — days work.

OK. Now where you grew up, was it a house with a lot of property or was it a smaller house?
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Well, we moved from house to house. The first house was a great big house, then we moved from that
to a smaller house. | remember when we all got sick, when we moved into this tight house. The doctor
said it was ‘cause we wasn’t used to the tightness. The house we used to live in, we got a lot of air. We
lived in too tighter house and we all got sick.

Wow. Do you have any siblings? Any other brothers or sisters?

Brothers and sisters?

Yes.

No, ‘cause they is all dead. My mother had seventeen children and out of seventeen, I’'m the onliest
one living.

OK.

Mother, father, sisters, brothers. | had four children, they all dead.

Did you say you had four children?

Yes.

OK. At what point did you — uh did you always belong to Gibson Grove church?

Yes, my mother and all us, and my older sister, we all belonged there. Of course, my older sister got
married. She married a Baptist preacher, so she went to his church. My father never did join the church;
he attended, but never joined.

No response

You said in 1936 he joined?

Yes.

Do you have any family buried in Moses Hall?

Not out at that church, but you know they used to bury at another church and we used to go to Big Pine
is what they called it. And that is where we buried out there and when.the churched closed up then we
went to Gibson Grove. But | got brothers and sisters all out to the other church. They been out there so
long, the ground was sold and my oldest brother came by there one day. He said let’s go by there. They
was digging in the grave and he jumped out the car and told them to stop ‘cause that’s a graveyard and
he was taking my brother’s tombstone. They knew it was a graveyard they saw the tombstone and all.
So the man said the white lady said it was a graveyard, she’s the one living there so it was done with,
you know. It was sold for taxes and all the people moved away and all. But that was our old home
church. We used to call it Big Pine, then we left that and went on to Gibson Grove.

So everybody in your family was buried out at the old church?

Yes. Now Gibson Grove, they tell there was two bodies buried out back. | never could tell where they
was at. But when | talked to the lady when | was out there this summer, the white lady, she told me she
found out where they was at.

Well, | am actually the archeologist so | did the work, but they were buried behind the old church, the
Log Cabin church. They weren’t buried behind the new church. So we didn’t find the bodies. What we
think happened was when they built those houses, --

Well where was the old church?

The old church is — you know where the new houses are now?

Uh huh.

That’s where the old church used to be.

| know there was a lodge out there too.

Yes. Did any of your family belong to the lodge?

No. | know at one time they belonged to the church. They would have funerals to the lodge.

So they did have funerals at the lodge?

Yeah, | know a couple of people who was buried out there. One name was named Drummond. | forgot
the other lady’s name. They was buried at the Hall.

You said his first name was what?

| forgot his name now. But someone was buried out there. Drum, | believed they called him Drum. You
know where the Hall is don’t you?

Yes, but the Hall has been knocked down.
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| guess so now.

They knocked it down when they built 495 through there. So what | have been trying to do is to find out
how many people know people who were buried out there, so we can get a list of everybody. Because
when the built 495, they took up a lot of graves. So a lot of graves are missing now.

My people, when they died, they was buried back here at Lincoln Memorial, because | had moved in
town then.

OK

| have a brother, but he is at the old church the one we call Big Pine.

Um hum.

| have a brother out there, a sister out there

Do you remember any of the Masons?

The Masons?

Um hm, the Mason family.

Yes, Sara Mason. They the ones that lived right down from the church, you know.

Which way, by Carver or going up?

Towards the river. You know right down the river where the church is where her house was. Sara
Gibson, that is the lady mama probably named me after.

Do you remember her very well?

Yeah, | remember here be ‘cause we talked. | always stayed with her or somebody. | always say to
myself | did stay with her. Mama say my father used to like her, you know. We had a new pastor one
time. He came and we was all out in the yard and he shook everybody’s hand. He got to me and he said
How are you Miss Mason? And people said that ain’t Miss Mason. He thought | was Miss Sara Mason.
So | that is how much | favor her. We used to have good times back at the church.

Are you related to anybody in Cabin John? | know most of Cabin John ends up being kin.

No, there’s nobody in Cabin John I'm related to.

OK, were you married at ____ Road or

No, | was married in the district.

When you went to school, did you go to school at the church?

| went just a little while. The first grade, we called it premier. When we moved in town, | was seven
years old and my sister was six. Mama kept me home until my sister was seven, ‘cause you had to be
seven when you went to school. When we moved in Rockville.

OK.

We went to a little bit out there.

Do you remember where the school was located when you went to it?

Well, one time we went to a school that was in the church. That was up Brick Yard up there we went to
the school in the church. But we never had no real school.

When it was in the church, was it in Gibson Grove Church?

No, that was up Brick Yard, past Gibson Grove.

OK, and you said you did go to the one when it was in the Lodge, at one point? Because at one point
they moved it to the lodge or was that when you moved to Rockville?

Yeah.

OK. Do you remember any of the pastors from Gibson Grove?

Oh Lord. There was a lot of them (laugh). We had one pastor name Fish and he was like one of the
family like that. And there was one named Reverend Frances, Reverend Cooper, Reverend White, and
Reverend Diggs.

| have a question, Stevenson, was he the reverend when the church was first built?

He was not there when the church was first built.

0K, do you know who was the pastor when the church was first built?

| remember a little bit, that this pastor was named Reverend Prince and another pastor | can’t
remember his name ‘cause | was quite small then, but | do remember Reverend Stevens ‘cause he
married my sister in law. Reverend Prince, Reverend Steve/Steed, Reverend Diggs, Reverend Lindsay.
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You know they had conferences every year and sometimes they would change pastors. Some people
would write and say they want him back and then they would call Zion___and tell them don’t send
them back, you know like that.

Do you know when the church first got built? | know you were a little girl when Gibson Grove were first
opened.

| remember when we started going there. The church was at Rico and Big Pine and when that closed up
we started going down there. But | was quite small we had horse and buggies and things like that.

OK, | think that’s it.

Did you have the thing about — when they had the meeting at that time and | had the history of the
church.

| have so many different little histories. | don’t think | have everything. And that is what | have been
going around trying to get from everybody. Is yours a souvenir book or is it just a little paper. Is it like a
church bulletin?

No it was just like a paper. When they had that meeting at another church. | remember this white lady
and we held a meeting and | think it was in a school.

No | don’t think | got that one.

And she wanted all the old members, but one was my cousin. His name was Claude Clifton, he told her
he couldn’t come because you know, the last time she called he was singing in a choir and had joined
another church. And Josephine, that my cousin, she didn’t get there. So | got there and another girl and
we was the onliest two there. And | had a paper they give me ‘cause um der rum.

I'll ask her for it and see if | have it.

| was looking at it yesterday. A teacher up at Gibson Grove church.

Yes, that’s what I’'m going back over because there are a few histories written, but they are actually
Wrong.

| was looking at the paper yesterday.

No, no this is it. I've never gotten this.

Make a copy of that and give me mine back.

Yes, | can ask her for a copy of this.

(showing a picture) This is Josephine, she’s my cousin.

Where is this?

At Gibson Grove.

Really. (looking at another picture) Where was this taken, do you remember?

Lord knows.

Now this is my sister and | and we were on the steps at the church.

Do you mind if | take these. | can make copies and bring them right back to you.

Yes, just so you save them.

| will definitely bring them right back to you. Now which sister is this?

That’s me and my sister, she’s passed now.

What was her name?

Catherine Kerley. She’s coming out the church.

(Looking at another picture) And that's Josephine?

Yes, Josephine right here.

She married into the family, right? | mean at Gibson Grove, she didn’t live in Gibson Grove?

No, she didn’t live there.

OK. | did hear about her.

She lived right across from Walter Reed, but then she bought a house, | think it was in Maryland
somewhere. | never been to her house.

You said Claude Clifton sung in the choir.

Could be kin to her too. But Claude is my cousin.

But he also went to Gibson Grove. Do you have a number for him so | can contact him?

| don’t know where he is now. The lady, she talked with him, and she called him before you know, the
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one that called me? He moved someplace; | don’t know where Claude is now. He was going to a church
here in town

OK, I'll check and see if | can find him. Do you have any photos of when you were younger of your
parents or anyone?

Of my parents?

Um hum.

That's my mother and father. See that top picture. He's sitting down and she’s standing up.

Where was that taken?

My brother took that when we lived on nineteenth street. My brother took that picture.

(Pointing to another picture) Where was this one taken?

You see that man up there on the big picture, | don’t know who is. But my nephew lived down in
Virginia, no he lived near Virginia Beach. He sent it to me. | thought it was my father, but | don’t know
who the man is. He reminds me so much of my father. My father used to go out on the porch with the
paper. He couldn’t read or write, but he used to look at the funnies. And that man reminds me so much
of him. One lady was hear and she knew a man who had the history of him. | told her | wished she
would like me know, but she never told me. But he reminds me of my father so | put him up there.
What about the one underneath it?

That man?

With the three people with the little child.

OK, now you see the man, the little boy and the woman? The little boy, he is a great preacher now, and
that’s his mother and father. And on this side, that’s his father and on this side, that’s my sister, but she
passed. The little man, he preached my brother in law’s funeral, he preached my son’s funeral, he
preached my niece’s funeral and | couldn’t see a little boy like that, until after | was over here and all.
But | never did meet his mother. Of course both of them are dead now.

Where did he grow up? The little boy.

In town, | think. | didn’t know him until | moved in here. When | moved in here, he used to preach
upstairs every second Sunday and that’s how | got acquainted with him. | talked to him just before you
calledtoday. He ___ _ _ know a lot of my family and. My sister’s husband, Dan | said to him you
don’t know him. And he said don’t tell me | don’t know him as much money he beat me out of. | said
when. He said they used to go to the a club you know on Wheeler Road and he said Dan would beat
him out of money gambling. That was before he growed up and was preaching and all. And when my
sister’s husband died, she had him to preach his funeral. | asked how can you preach his funeral and he
done beat you out of your money.

| didn’t know him long then. (pointing to a picture) Now the one on this side got on a white blouse, is
my baby sister. She passed.

Was she the one who was married at the church?

Huh?

Was she the one who was married at the church?

No. | don’t where she was married at. | think it was the Justice of Peace. | was married at the church at
twenty-third and M streets. It was University Church, but they moved over in northeast along
somewhere out there years ago. | went around there one night. I'll never forget it. We lived on
nineteenth street and the church was on twenty-third.

Right

My brother took me in his car, he tied some tin cans on the back of his car, we was about three houses
from the alley. Down through the alley to the other alley and he came out on twenty third street. My
sister, she lived across from the church and she came over there and the pastor who married us in his
front room and we went on back through the alley back home.

Laughs

| ain’t had no church wedding or nothing like that. | said | should never got married no way back then.

| wanted the children to carry me around, if | don’t do nothing but pass over the road and just look up
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there, you know what | mean?

Well let me know, if you ever want to go, I'll take you up there. | go all the time. If you ever decide one
day you want to go, just call me.

When we went out to this school and they took us down to Gibson Grove, but we couldn’t go in, and
we had to sit on the steps and we had prayers out there and | took some pictures out there on the
steps.

When we went out there that day, we couldn’t go in, so we just sat down on the steps and had prayer
and all. | was out there the day when they had the burning of the mortgage.

When was that in nineteen eighty-nine?

| don’t know when it was, but | can’t keep up with nothing now.

Well, OK, do you mind if | take a photo of you?

Hmm?

Do you mind if | take a picture of you?

Do you want to break your camera?

Much laughter. We do you have a photo of yourself that you like?

No, you can take a picture.

Are you sure? Miss Bernice had a fit, she said hold on | have to get my hair.

| know | look like a wild person.

All right here we go. One, two, three. There we go.

Oh my God! | look like grandma Moses. My granddaughter told me one time; look at those gray hairs
we're going to do something about that. | said what are you going to do. She said she was going to dye
it. | said no you ain’t. God turned it this way and I'm going to leave it this way.
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INTERVIEW WITH JUDI BANKHEAD

Can | get your full name?

Judi Bankhead

How did you become involved with Baptist church, formerly known as Gibson Grove Church?

| married a pastor. | think it was December 2003 or 2002, when we were asked to attend the closing
ceremony of Gibson Grove Church. And we were there along with other members of the connection of
the district. The Bishop Weeks, felt they needed to close the church because they only had three or
four members under Pastor Boyd and the church didn’t have enough income to keep the electricity
going or to pay the bills --- and they were in pretty bad shape. It had been designated as a historic
church, so they knew at the time that they could not use the building for anything but for a church, but
as | understand it, the presiding Elder Colbert C-O-L-B-E-R-T, the presiding elder, was interested in the
possibility of selling the property and using the funds from that property to build a mega church where
several small churches would share in one building. But they had come to an understanding that they
couldn’t do that so at the closing ceremony, Bishop Wiggins/Weeks got up to talk and prayerfully
considering what to do with the church and much to the present pastor, Pastor Boyd's surprise, rather
than making it a closing ceremony, Pastor ____, had my husband to stand up and said that the holy
spirit moved him to give First Agape this church so they could restore it. And that it could continue to be
operated as a church, because it is historic and they couldn’t tear it down, but they didn’t have anybody
to repair it. And they couldn’t sell it. So we had a viable church with quite a full membership as we have
now and so he said felt he was led by the holy spirit to give up the church and we could pay off all the
bills of the church, the church had some outstanding bills. The Episcopal paid off quite a few of the bills;
actually, they paid most of the bills. I'm talking about electric bills. The pastor hadn’t had a salary for
some time. The water bills, those types of bills. So, we then — ah that was how we got involved with
Gibson Grove. So we were there, ah, brought some members from our church, those who ;iSO
we completely, ah, remodeled . We put in new sheet rock in side, we patched the roof
that needed —in fact we put a whole new roof on the church. Garland Connors built a beautiful cross
And his name was....

Garland Connors, trustee of the church. And so the old members came back and they were really
amazed at how well the church looked. And we made sure that we kept, ah, artifacts of the church, the
old church there. Because we wanted to keep its history. There was a small kitchen on the back that
we furnished. We really, ah, there is a song called “As | Let my Mind Go Back to The Old Church”. This
church as was so memorable. We had a good time in the lord at the church. The old members came
back and were just amazed. In fact, it was during my research of the church, that | discovered the
naming of “watch-night”. Ah, because | had read somewhere that Sara Gibson had donated some
property and had moved to Manassas, Virginia where she had a job, and as | tried to look at what was
going on in history during the time that the church as built and there is something about 1871, and we
all know that the emancipation proclamation act was passed in 1868, | believe. And so, | had read about
Abraham Lincoln had decided to sign the emancipation proclamation six months before he actually
signed it. backlash and so he decided to sign it the first day of the new year. So African Americans
all over the United States waited up all night long for their first day of freedom. And what made me
think about Sara Gibson was that she, Lord, I'm getting ahead of myself, she donated a flag and she
wanted a place that we could glorify it. And the connection to watch-night and Sara Gibson and Gibson
Grove church is that we wanted to keep her name in the name of the church that is where we got
Gibson Grove and we had watch-night service right after we refurbished the church and we had candles
and gift bags and all the steps were lit all the way down. All the community came out, the church was
jam packed, all were dressed up and they got to share their testimonies about the church. | wish we
could have recorded it, | didn’t know how much history we were losing. In connection with the old
Gibson Grove church that night there was a special kind of service. The reason for that is that the
churched burned in two thousand four, actually it was February, two thousand four, we had to move
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out of the building and many people felt they did not want to worship in any Jewish Synagogue. And the
old people who had long

feelings about being in a church that was owned by white folks would not come. And so therefore, our
membership during that time paned. | don’t think the old people quite understood where we would do
that. So some of them, the older people, never returned to the church. They said when we get back in
the building, they would be back, but until it's built.... Because some of them — | think they just didn’t
understand. For the most part, | think the liked us. They saw us as serious about God and serious about
our Christian Experience and they were tired of a lot of fooling around as they would call it. If you talked
to them, they could tell you all kinds of stories about what used to go on. We reached a point where we
would not let them even discuss it with us because we didn’t want to be a part of whatever it was — the
negativity. The word says forget those things that are past and press on towards the mark. We since
have heard stories that the old people felt that the church was taken from them — that Reverend Boyd
who was there before us, she felt he was misled. That she had difficulty believing the lord told the
bishop to give the church over to us. She felt that she was deceived, the way it was done. | don’t know
what she expected the bishop to do. | don’t quite understand that. But, | can tell you that it is true that
when we moved to Bethesda, Maryland in 1991, because my husband what the Chaplain at the
Bethesda Naval Base. We drove up to that church; in fact we visited that church and we thought, not
thought that we would ever be connected to it. But we thought it was a travesty that the beltway was
built right over that church. We didn’t know about the cemetery. We just looked at the way the beltway
was built over the church and thought why would they do that. So that the ditch was real close to the
church and a lot of actually walked around and prayed for the church because we were just concerned
about this little church just seemingly looking isolated sort of withdrawn and lost in the center of this
prospering community and we didn’t think the church should be neglected like that. So it’s just ironic
that a few years later that the pastor of the church ------- . So we've been struggling with the state about
this church. Because there is a ditch there that was surveyed for that they took land for the church.
They admit now that they took the land. And rather than repair that ditch and make the property
functional, they want us to do some kind of environmental study costing so many thousands of dollars
to determine the impact of repair would do to the ditch, which the church cannot afford. So — you just
asked me how | was connected to the church

What things have taken place since two thousand three when you moved into the church? Since you
have been at the church.

Well, we were at a prayer meeting at a site outside of the church because half of our members lived in
Virginia and the other half lived in Maryland, so we were in Virginia at a prayer meeting. It was like bible
study with about forty people there and we got a call and said the church was burning. All of us drove
from Manassas, Virginia to the church that night. We were devastated because we had just finished the
renovation of the church. It was absolutely beautiful. | know we have pictures of the old way the
church looked and we felt so go. We kind felt like we had done what we had come there to do, save the
church in terms of having it renovated. And the people were coming back. Our goal was to build the
church. We had money set aside to build the church, for First Agape, and we took all of our money and
put it into the church for renovation. So now we felt like we were ready to build the way we wanted to
and we could turn it back over to the community or back over to the AME Zion Church and they could
do it. But then the fire came. And we had already paid Washington Gas to put in a new line and we had
paid for that six months before the fire. It that line had been put in, that church would never have
burned. Because they were old, old lines and the furnace ---. February was cold, cold that year. We
kept the thermostat set on 60 so the pipes would not freeze. And as | understand whatever triggers the
oil to come out and oiled poured out of the old heater and onto the floor and caught fire. As you can
see, the whole half of the church is completely gone and the other half the fire department destroyed
trying to save it from the fire. We couldn’t move back into the church until we completely re-build it.
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We discovered there were two things that interfered with our getting the permit. One was the
according to the deed and there were two or possibly three bodies on the right side of the church and
we had to do something to move those bodies. The second was that the ditch was within a foot or two
feet of the church. It was too close to the church so for sanitary reasons the drainage ditch for the
beltway. And so we went before the county council, the Panning Commissioner contacted me. A---
formed a coalition of between the Cabin John Association and members of the church and the
legislators and contacted the historical society and archeology department. A lot of people volunteered
that heard about it and they volunteered to be a part of it. So we formed our own group of

coalition and | was informed that those bodies, was not going to be an easy thing. That it was very
expensive to have it done and that we just couldn’t , of course my ideas was just to kind of take some
dirt and form some bricks and give them to whomever the bodies belong to. Just to use that as part of
the church’s foundation. Use that as part of the church foundation of building a section of the church.
Then we tried to find out whose bodies they were. Because you know, the church was one hundred and
four years old at the time and the civil rights act was only passed in nineteen sixty eight and quite
frankly, history didn’t care what you did with black bodies, you know. | tried to contact as many
members of the church and | found out that most of the people who knew about those folks had died.
Bernice Dove said she had remembered her mama had something like fourteen children, | know it was a
large amount, maybe eleven; but | know it is a big family. And she had heard something about some
twins that her mother had and she said it could be her sisters or her siblings buried there and she is
member of the church, and she said of course, she didn’t mind; do what you needed to do, because we
need to rebuild our church. So we had permission from her. Nobody else could remember whose bodies
they were. Everybody remembers they were girls or something like that. When | say everybody, | mean
a few people. So it's not just getting permission from her to remove the bodies, its that we have to treat
these bodies with dignity and we have to have a final place to move them to. Well, there's Moses Hall
Cemetery, which they built the beltway plowing right through it, well on the other side of it. So
somebody said why don’t we move the bodies from her over to Moses Hall. So Ann went back to —
wherever she works, | think she is some kind of archeologist or something. She said that maybe she
could find somebody, maybe we could get a grant to help us with that and that was her contribution as
part of this little board or commission that we had formed to help us just get the bodies moved from
that area to build a new church and at that time Ann was connected to Chandra Harris some sort of a
way and she knew you. | don’t know how y’all got together, but | was so excited when she told me she
had found somebody who was willing to work with us and not only to work with us, but help to write a
grant.

Can you tell me, exactly on the church property were the bodies located

We thought, the bodies were ... we had been told and according to the way it was drawn on the deed,
it appears that the bodies were on the back on the right side facing Seven Locks Road, the back of the
right side of the church near what we thought was a toilet. In fact, it was written that it was the only
working toilet in Montgomery County. Later we learned it wasn’t a toilet; but at the time we thought it
was a toilet and the stuff that’s in it had been there, we had not touched it. It is probably still in there.
So it is believed that two bodies were located in the right of the church, in the rear of the church or in
the front. '

The back right, the rear right of the church. We knew that there used to be a building that was closer

to what is now the New Seven Locks Road. You see, there used to be an Old Seven Locks Road, it was
called ..

The street that is called Seven Locks now used to be called Conroy.

So, that was quite before our time, but we knew that Sara Gibson donated the land for the church and
she also donated a little piece of land with a little log cabin on it, that they could have school. They

used to have school in that room. And it may have been the church also. A lot of the old residents
remember, but that was torn down when they built the New Seven Locks Road. Sara Gibson was quite
a dreamer and she put her money to - believed that African American children should be educated.

She believed that God needed to be worshiped. And she believed that commitment, an ethical
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obligation to take care of one another and that’s why she joined in with the Moses Hall team with the,
the have 1998, 1907, 1910. This is where the had - | don’t know how they had it in such a small
building. They had dances, and dinners. It was a lodge where they took care of one another. And if
somebody died in the community, they believed that they... excuse me.

Do they want to interview us again?

What was | talking about?

You were talking about Sara Gibson'’s vision.

Oh, Yes, she believed you had a moral obligation to care for one another. So as | understand it, as the
older people have told if you pay a dollar to join the club, then you if a member of your family died,
you could have them buried in Moses Hall Cemetery and the community would take care of the family
graves. And | am told that even when Sara Gibson was old, that people would go and help take care of
her. So she actually lived out her dream. The school actually - Montgomery County rented it as an
educational facility for African American kids for they were not permitted to go to quote unquote
white schools.

Now outside of being just the pastor’s wife, do you have a formal role in the community?

Yes, | do a lot. In fact, he put me over this...

Do you have a title?

No | don’t have a title. | am sort of like, um — how do we divide this up? | don’t even know how | got
this position. First of all, because I've always had an interest in Sara because | know there are many
Sara Gibson’s in this world, having my own grandfather was principal of the school that he built. My
mother was a librarian and, you know, | can go back to my own family. They have grave stones that are
back to 1867 and that is highly unusual for African American family. And you know, my mother was
92 years and she died in 2005. She was very much educated as was my dad and her parents were
educated before her. So | see that Sara Gibson sort of shared a value system that my family share and |
think that the Sara Gibsons of this world needs to be documented and appreciated because many
people would not be where they are today had it not been for the Sara Gibsons of this world. So, |
always had an interest in her. My husband knew this and so did the community. My husband and |
were standing in front of the church and looking at whatever we needed to do and this lady, Dianne
Letterman rode up on her bicycle and she had been diagnosed with a brain tumor about 8 months
earlier and she was like a left over hippy type personality. And Dianne lives in Cabin John also, she had
asked the Lord to give her something to do that she could do for somebody who couldn’t help
themselves and right after she had prayed, she rode through those woods and pushed her bicycle up
and she determined that day that she was going to open up that cemetery because it had been cut-off
by Seven Locks Road and people had built houses all around it and people had relatives buried there
and were not allowed to get into the cemetery. So, Dianne made a connecting with me. She started
calling me, she knew she was sick and dying and she wanted me to know everything she had done. She
researched a lot of the history. Everything you’ve gotten from Angela, hopefully today, Dianne did it.
And so, I've always played a part in my husband’s ministry. | have always taught Bible Study. | have
always been a party of it. Um, so, we decided to sort of divide this up because of my relationship with
Diane, | was already connected to the community somewhat and | was already doing research on Sara
Gibson, So | wasn’t necessarily to be involved in the actual building of the church. My husband can tell
you more details of that, but they sort of left me in charge of the political and community relations and
therefore, when the church burned, there was a question about politically, and what’s going on and
the history of the church, | was always asked to be the spokesperson or liaison to that. Well that might
be a good name for me. Liaison of political issues. That doesn’t mean that | have someone with me,
because anytime | go anywhere he’s always right there and he always helps me.

Is there anything else you can think of?

Well, | was thinking about that Williams lady that used to attend church and she died about 8 months
after the church burned down. And she was one of those people who never got the real scoop on why
First Agape taken over the church. She had been sick for a long time and we want Gibson Grove or First
Agape to always be open to the community. | would always say this is you church. When the pastor
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and | will be dead and gone, it will still be your church. So it is important to us to keep the church be
open to the community and for the descendents of Sara Gibson or Sara Mason and all the people who
live in that community. We think it stands for a symbol, ah the history of African Americans in that
section.
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Interview with Pastor Edgar S. Bankhead

Could you please state your full name please?

Edgar S. Bankhead

What is your relationship to First Agape Church, formerly known as Gibson Grove.

Pastor and that is First Agape AME Zion Church. I’'m real big on that Zion

Technically, what does that mean that you’re Pastor of the church?

It means that I've been appointed by the bishop for the spiritual care of the church and the property -----
0K, now when were you appointed to, we’ll just say the site of Gibson Grove?

It's done every year, every conference year the Pastors of the Methodist church are re-appointed. Our
first appointment was 2003. First Agape is a new name for First AME Zion church of Silver Spring. That
was the original name for — that name was changed to First Agape AME Zion Church.

Let me clear up. The church for the congregation unit was originally first Agape of Silver Spring?

First A.M.E. Zion of Silver Spring.

First AAM.E.?

Yes, First A.M.E. Zion Church of Silver Spring. Then the name was changed to First Agape A.M.E. Zion
Church and the bishop assigned us to the building - to the site of Gibson Grove. That was the in about
2003, | have to look at one of my papers.

Were you the Pastor of all three churches? When it was First AME Church?

Yes, First A.M.E. Zion. There is a First A.M.E. Church in Gaithersburg.

Now how did they come about for the Pastor — turning over the property for First Agape A.M.E. Zion?

Ah, they closed the church. Before the trustees at Gibson Grove A.M.E. Zion voted to close the church
due to lack of membership and that was done in the same year that we went there in 2002 or 3. And
when that happens, when the board of trustees voted to close the church, then they take that --- to the
act of congress, which is the Bureau of Baltimore Conference of the A.M.E. Zion church and present to
the congress and they take a vote whether to do that or not and the approved their request to close and,
um the bishop learned that there was a history behind the church as relative to the history of the black
community. The A.M.E. Zion church connected to ----- . So he elected to keep the church site open and to
assign the site for First Agape A.M.E. Zion. So we have a congregation coming into an existing property
to be represented?

Now what sort of things were done after First Agape AME Zion took over the church property, what sort
of things were done to rehab or get the church going?

It was fully restored. There were some maintenance issues so we elected to fully restore the church,
which it had been all except the furnace.

What type of restoration processes were you done?

The roof was repaired, gutters — you know we have gutters to catch the overflow of water that backs up
to go down the side of the building and comes inside the building — that was a problem so. And we
upgraded the interior, all of the hard board; we put in sheet rock, dry wall, ah, insulation underneath the
church as well as the interior of the church, painting interior, exterior, carpeting, lightings, and audio
capacity.

Now was this project undergone - did the congregation raise the money or when you took over the
church did you already have a pot from the congregation.

We are not into raising money, this is a church. We are into tithes and offerings. We teach the people to
have faith and to give your tithes. If people give tithes and offerings we don’t have to raise money. But
there was a sufficient fund in the church budget.

And, the furnace which wasn’t replaced is what actually caused the problem?

Right

And when it closed down, the Pastor said rebuilding and re-opening the church,

Basically, we're looking at developing the property with a restored building as well as putting an addition
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to the building. And utilizing the site for parking. The property ----- is sort of expensive so he’s like use all
the space you got to the best — to the hilt. So that was the plan to use the land for the parking as well as
for an addition and to get permission from the highway administration to recreate the slopes for parking,
but use their community property for a church. With it being a historical site as well as a historical
building, the land belongs to the church. Because of limitations of that category, places of organizational
structure, we are asking for ____ for parking within those parameters. Ah, and there have been other
issues that were discovered afterwards. Such as the church property after they sold a portion of the land
to the Highway Administration, ah, | don’t know who was responsible for doing it, but the survey or the
plot was mis-plotted; which may have caused, | don’t know if it did or not, but may have caused them to
mis-grade the slope. But nevertheless, it is graded such that the storm water drainage that was
supposed to be engineered to run within the right-of-way, to run within the easement which was why
the church sold them the property. So that they could manage the storm water run-off. The state failed
to do this and that is an issue. They want us to give them a plan for doing that. That requires a civil
engineer and he does not give advice out freely. So the civil engineer would do that, but would cost
maybe several thousands of dollars. So we are at the point to question whether that they do it, because
it would cause problems at us, and for them to get their water off of our property, so they had to re-
grade the slopes at the run-off that comes across the church’s property.

Are there any other problems that popped up in addition to that?

Ah, their reluctance -------- not just what people --- things have to be recorded by the Highway
Administration is just one little agency of the state of Maryland and the governor and the House of sent
its representatives ----- ----- we have to ah whatever it takes--------

Do you personally, have any connection with the Cabin John area, | mean, by being the pastor there, did
you have any prior connection with the community?

Ah, just basically, their interest in the historical value of the cemetery that was the major. Cabin John is
very interested in the history and | think they have categorized it somewhat like the black historical
something or the other of Cabin John. Everything is categorized now. But um, that is basically it. Their
interest is in restoring the historical cemetery.

Is there anything else you would like me to know about First Agape AME Zion Church and Gibson Grove
that you think would be of interest?

Um, in what respect?

Just as the pastor of the church, is there anything | should know about the church’s involvement

Yes, it's a — we are dealing with a new paradigm — ah, generally, churches of specific cultures are
identified with the community and when that changes, generally — when the community changes, the
church changes or it leaves the community. Because the people of that particular culture --. With First
Agape, the --- challenge is not acceptable. People are people, so in order to provide a history to the
community that is there right - ---- which is of a new thing. Some people think that you should — blacks
should, you know go to a black community church, but God has no race He is not black or white, but a
spirit. You have to cross those color barriers. They say we are trying to integrate (laughter), integrate the
church. Bring white people — bringing all cultures in the church. Which means we have to address
ministry beyond the color barrier without respect of color ethnic, etc. which makes ---- of -------- issues —
that's what the issues are.

Well, thank you.

OK
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