





CLARKE, NINA HONEMOND (b. 1917)

Montgomery County Historical Society OHP
Interviewer: Paul Van Nevel Date: July 14, 2003 Format: 30 pg. transcript

Mrs. Clarke, a county native and retired principal, shares her family history &
provides an insiders look into local education during segregation and integration.
Other highlights include her brother’s service as a Tuskegee airman and becoming a
writer of local history books.

Summary: Family roots in Laytonsville/Seneca & Poolesville; freedom of
grandparents; death of Clarke’s grandmother, a midwife; family life in the aftermath
of her grandmother’s death; mother’s employment; siblings; education of Maxwell
Honemond and his service as a Tuskegee Airman; Clarke’s collegiate & graduate
education.

Establishment of local colored schools; second-hand supplies & equipment found in
colored schools; education in Poolesville; Julius Rosenwald funds & schools for African
American children; fundraising by the black community for Rosenwald schools; use of
colored schools after integration; integration of the school system.

Experience as a teacher in Rockville; acting as a surrogate parent during segregation;
lack of high schools for blacks during segregation; Noah Clarke’s role in the
establishment of the county’s first black high school; lack of proper equipment,
plumbing, & utilities in high school building; establishment of Lincoln High School.

The Gibbs Case & the equalization of teachers’ salaries; learning how to read &
teaching others; school integration; health care for blacks in the county; African
American dentists & doctors in the county.

On becoming an author & the Merry Makers Club; writing about education in the
county; distribution of Mrs. Clarke’s book; writing about African-American churches;
historic and contemporary segregation of local churches; researching the family tree
with Eileen McGuckian at the state archives; more African American physicians
including Dr. Webster Sewell.



ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NINA HONEMOND CLARKE

Interviewed July 14, 2003

This is Paul Van Nevel. | am conducting an oral history interview of
Nina Honemond Clarke on July 14, 2003 at her home at 600 Great Falls Road,
Rockville, Maryland.
PVN: Mrs. Clarke, can you tell us about your early history in Montgomery County?
NHC: Well, | am a native Montgomery Countian. | was born here. My family goes
back on my mother’s side seven generations.
PVN: All in Montgomery County.
NHC: All in Montgomery County. My grandfather and grandmother both were slaves
here. My grandfather was a slave in the Seneca area. He was born in Laytonsville,
but he was sold off into slavery to a man named Joseph White in the Seneca area.
My grandmother was a slave in the Poolesville area, and that is the way they met.
When they were freed, they came up into the town of Poolesville, and met at an old
hotel called the Merchant’s Hotel. It belonged to Mr. White's family. My
grandfather worked out in the stable with the horses, and my grandmother was a
maid in the hotel. That’s how they met.
PVN: How did they come to be freed?

NHC: In emancipation. November 1, 1864.
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PVN: 18637

NHC: 1864. ‘64 in Maryland. ‘63 for the rest of the country. Maryland had to write a
new constitution before they could free their slaves. They were not freed until
November the 1%, 1864. And Mr. Lincoln’s emancipation was January 1, 1863.

So they did meet in Poolesville and they married, and my grandfather and
grandmother had 18 children. There were 3 sets of twins in that 18. Now, nine of
those children died and nine of them lived and they lived to be in their 80s and late
nineties. My mother was 99 years old when she died, and they all lived very, very
long, and of those nine children that lived, only four of them had children. This
extended family that we have came from those four children. My grandfather’s name
was David Oscar Copeland. That was my mother’s father.

PVN: Can you tell us about the nine who died? Did they die when they were very
young?

NHC: They died in infancy.

PVN: Of infectious diseases?

NHC: | have no idea. In those days my grandmother didn’t have proper doctor’s care.
She was just out of slavery. She didn’t have proper doctor’s care and she had
children so fast, and | guess they were weak children. Of course, she died when she
was 39. And she had just had a baby of her own and she was a midwife. She went to
Poolesville to deliver a white lady’s baby, and it was in a snowstorm, and she rode

horseback and she got soaking wet. She did not have proper clothes on to wear in a
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snow storm, and she came back home, got sick, and died of pneumonia.. And my
grandfather lived until 1917.

PVN: How long a trip was that on the horse for her, do you know?

NHC: From Jerusalem to Poolesville is about 2 %2 miles. It depends on where the
woman lived in Poolesville -- so you see those big old farms in the community. So |
don’t know how far, but it was not a long ways. It was long enough for her to get
soaking wet and catch cold and get sick and end up with pneumonia and die. She left
a little baby 18 months old and my mother was the only married woman so she had to
take the last three - the last set of twins and the baby -- and raise them along with
her children. They loved "“Big Sis” (they called my mother). And wherever they
went they never forgot to come back home to see Big Sis. They would stay with us.
PVN: So you grew up with your aunts and uncles, essentially?

NHC: No, | didn’t. They were gone, but they came back home every year for
vacations. They would come and stay with us and they would go on back to New York
or wherever they were living. They were all grown and gone. Even some of my
sisters and brothers were grown and gone when | came along. My older sister,

Marian | never knew her when she was growing up. She was a married woman with
two children when | knew her. My sister, Alberta, was old. She was married. Then
the next one was Ruby. She lived in New York. She went away from home with my
aunt - my mother’s sister - and lived in New York for most of her life.

PVN: In New York City?



NHC: Uh huh, in Manhattan. My first brother was Fletcher. | never knew him when
he was a little boy. He was much older. They were all much older than l. Then
the next one was Emma. Emma was like a mother to us. My mother had to work out
- she was a domestic. She worked for Colonel Wedemeyer and General Embick. She
worked for those military people and every year they would go out to Indiana to
spend the winter and my mother would go with them. My sister, Emma, took care of
us like a mother. We never called her “mother,” but she was just like a mother to
us. And she got married and moved away. We were teenagers then.

PVN: That sounds like a very tough life.

NHC: Oh, yes, it was a tough life, but, you know, we didn’t know any other life.
That was the best life we could have, because all black people were very poor in
those days. You know, there wasn’t any work to do but farm work. They would get
way back in those days $1.25 a day for working all day on the farm. It was hard
work. But | never worked on a farm. We had five acres of land right across the road
from the Horine Farm. They eventually made a peach orchard out of it, but we lived
there all the time and | grew up there. We had our own land. My father bought five
acres and we built an old house on it and he added to it, and he had a lot of children.
PVN: How many brothers and sisters did you have?

NHC: My mother had 12. But two of them died at birth, and she raised 10 of us.

She raised Emma, and the next one was Eudora, and Eudora went into D.C. and went



to work. The next one was Evangeline. She was next to me. She was very sickly so
she didn’t get to do much, but she did move down in Chevy Chase and she worked
domestic work. Then | was the next one after Evangeline. Then my next brother was
Maxwell. My brother Maxwell finished the Poolesville Colored Elementary School. He
went to Lincoln High School. Then he went to Delaware State, and | sent him to
college. He had to wait until | got out of college - | was the first person to go to
college - and he had to wait a year until | graduated and | got a teaching job, and |
sent my brother to college. He had to go into the Army and he was a member of the
Tuskeegee Airmen. He learned to fly up there in Delaware State. You see, the
government gave colleges - especially black ones, | don’t know about the white ones -
they gave them a sum of money to train these young black boys to be pilots. My
brother was in that. My brother and | kept it a secret. We couldn’t tell Momma. Oh
my! She would have had a fit. “My boy flying out there in the air? Oh, no.” So we
kept it a secret until he finished. When he came home he had his wings on. My
mother said, “what is that? what kind of pin is that?” | said, “Momma, he’s a pilot.”
“WHAT?!” Oh, she was so excited and she said, “What are you talkin’ about? My
boy flying out over that ocean!” The day he did his solo flight over the ocean, |
could hardly teach, | was so nervous. | said, “Oh, if something happens to my
brother, my parents don’t even know that he is training to be a pilot,” and | was just
so upset. But he made it. He made several solo flights and came on home. And

when he went in the Army, he was in the Tuskegee Airmen and they became quite



famous. Then my last brother was Bernard, James Bernard. He was the baby in the
family. He has passed away now. There are only three of us left out of the 10.
Several of them died.

PVN: Who are the three that are left? You and Maxwell?

NHC: Maxwell and Evangeline.

PVN: The three that were grouped right together?

NHC: We are the three that are left.

PVN: And Evangeline had been the sickly one?

NHC: Yes, she is older than | am. She is about 88 years old and she lives with her
family in D.C. My brother lives in Washington, D.C. He owns....on 7" Street.

PVN: You get to see people quite frequently then?

NHC: Oh, yes. My family is right around. | don’t have anybody far away. | have one
great nephew lives in California - | don’t know where he is. | have two neices who
live in Baltimore, and | see them infrequently. They come home to family reunions,
that’s all.

PVN: The military people that your mother did domestic work for. Did they live in
Poolesville?

NHC: No, they live in Wasington, D.C. But the family home was on route 117 in
Boyds - that’s where the big home was and they would come out and live there in the
summertime. She went to work. In those days, black people couldn’t buy any

insurance. Her mother died, and she had to work to pay for my grandmother’s



funeral because they couldn’t buy insurance. Then they moved away. My mother
worked for General [Embick] and then she worked for Colonel Wedemeyer, the
daughter’s husband. She worked for two generations of that family.

PVN: So then, when you got out of high school, you went to college and became a
teacher?

NHC: That’s right. | went to Bowie State Teacher’s College and | was there. It was
the first three-year course, because it had been a two-year college, but | was there in
the first three-year course. | finished there and then in summer school | did my last
year going to summer school to Hampton - Hampton Institute in Hampton, Va. My
granddaughter is there now. That’s where | got my bachelor’s degree in elementary
education and | was continuing to teach, and in the summers | went to Boston
University in Boston, Mass., and got my Master of Education degree. | specialized in
reading, so | am a reading specialist - reading and language arts.

PVN: When you got your baccalaureate degree did you get it in education?

NHC: Yes. That was from Hampton. | didn’t get a degree from Bowie. |had a
three-year certificate from Bowie. That’s all they had. A couple of years after | left
they became a four-year college. It is a university now.

PVN: So when you got out of your baccalaureate program, you began teaching then?
NHC: No, | was teaching and going to school at the same time.

PVN: Did you ever teach in what they called then, “colored” schools.

NHC: Right. Everything was segregated. | couldn’t teach in a white school.



Everything was segregated.

PVN: And those schools where you were teaching, they were few and far between?
There weren’t very many of them and they had to travel a long way to get to them?
NHC: That’s right, and walking. And walking, let me tell ya.

PVN: | was going to ask you how you got to school?

NHC: | walked. The school--the first school that | went to was in the hall. There
was a fraternal organization called The Grand United Order of Oddfellows, and they
had a hall built on my father’s property because my father was very active in that
association. He was the founder of a number of chapters all around the county, and
he let that chapter build their hall on our property and that was the first school we
had in our community. My father, and Mr. Will Hepburn and Mr. Will Johnson, were
the three that went down and asked the superintendent to give us the school. You
see in those days we had to come by our own buildings, so most black people went to
school in a hall or a church or an old house - any building they had in their
community. The Board of Education would send a teacher, and some old used books,
desks. Everything we had was used out of the white schools. Sometimes the books
were so torn up we couldn’t even use them. When | was teaching, you had to be
ingenious. You had to make use of everything you had, so | would take out the
stories that had all the pages (you see, we didn’t have any library) and have the
children make new covers for them, and decorate them, and those were our library

books. They were stories out of old reading books and whatever, that was our



library book.

PVN: How old were you when you started going to school?

NHC: | went when | was about five. It wasn’t kindergarten; it was first grade. We
didn’t have kindergarten. | loved to go to school and the school and the hall was
right next to my house, and | yearned to go to school. All my sisters were going to
school and | wanted to go to school. So the teacher let me come when | was five. |
was in the first grade. My sisters had already taught me how to read. | could read
when | was just four. Then when that hall burned down, we had to go over on
Jerusalem Road in the Poolesville area to go to school in the church. You sat on the
pews and you wrote on your knees. Then we got what was called a Julius Rosenwald
school that was right across from the church. Julius Rosenwald gave money -
millions of his own dollars. He was an officer in the Sears company, but he did this
for 15 states in the South. He gave his own money to build schools so black children
would have a school to go to. As | told you, we were going to school in halls and
churches and this was all in the South - any kind of old building we could go to and he
was a kind-hearted man and he gave his money and we got some of his money here in
Montgomery County. The word went out to the PTA presidents that if you want a
school you come to Rockville. They told them that the black people had to raise one-
half the money that it would take to build a one-room or a two-room (I think Sandy
Spring was the only one that had a three-room). The black people had to raise one-

half of the money that it would cost to build that building and the other half came



from Mr. Rosenwald’s money. Montgomery County didn’t build any schools for us
then.

PVN: What year was this?

NHC: In the twenties. These Rosenwald schools came along in the late twenties: 27/,
28', and 29'. That’s when we got the benefit of the Rosenwald money, but we had to
raise - my parents had to raise half of the money.

PVN: How did they raise it?

NHC: Well, they had chicken dinners and they had baseball games and anything they
could do to get the money and take it down and give it to the Superintendent. Then
we would get our school. A few of them are left around here, but they are being
used for other things. There is one at Quince Orchard. My first school. It’s painted
white. The little historical society there has taken it over and they use it for a little
museum now, and they painted it white.

PVN: What color was it when you went to school?

NHC: Yellow. All of them were yellow outside, a yellowish tan, trimmed with brown
around the doors and the windows. That’s the way all of them looked. They all had
the same paint on them. The one at Colesville (the black community was called
Smithville at that time because there were a lot of Smith families there) is still
standing, and | am the last living teacher who taught in that building and | left there
in 1952 and that was when Montgomery County started building up some nice schools.

We got four. We got Sandy Spring (these are brick, brand new brick buildings with
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everything new in them. We had never had that before).

PVN: And Montgomery County paid the whole bill?

NHC: Yes, when we got the brick buildings.

PVN: This was before the Supreme Court decision in 1954.

NHC: Oh, yes, yes, but [the decision] came soon after. They built the little brick
school at Sandy Spring, one in Rockville called Rock Terrace, one in Emory Grove,
and one in Boyd’s called Taylor. It was named for our black supervisor.

PVN: And what happened to the schools after segregation ended?

NHC: Taylor was the only one that was made into a regular integrated school. The
Sandy Spring school was used as an overflow school from Sherwood High School and
eventually it is now being used as a senior center. Emery Grove was made into a
special school for special education children. Now that they’ve moved them out, it’s
just sitting there. | don’t know what they are going to use it for. Boyd’s is now being
used for storage space. Rock Terrace was made into a high school for special ed.
children, and it is still being used for that same purpose.

PVN: So your experience with the segregated school system goes back to when you
started at age five and then continues through the 1950s when you were a teacher.
NHC: A long time. It was in 1954 when the Supreme Court made their decision that
children should go to the school closest to their home. Montgomery County was the
very first county in the state of Maryland that started the integration process. We

got on it right away. The Superintendent was Dr. Forbes Norris. They selected white
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and black teachers - | don’t know what process they used to select those teachers - to
go to area colleges (Catholic, George Washington, American, and the University of
Maryland) to take human rights and they were to come back to their respective
schools and discuss what they had learned with their faculties. Some of the
supervisors went.

PVN: Did that work?

NHC: Oh, yes, it worked. The Board appointed two committees. One was the
professional committee - supervisors, a couple of teachers. | wason it. And there
were principals, both black and white and that committee had to sit down and decide
how we were going to make one school system out of two - and there was a
community committee. That was both black and white people, and ...were working
the entire school year of 1954-1955. All the people were working on plans: how we
were going to make one school system out of two. There were some people on the
Board of Education who were not quite in favor of integration. Several of them gave
all kinds of different excuses: let’s do it one grade at a time - that was from
kindergarten through 12™ grade.

PVN: So they were dragging their heels?

NHC: Dragging their heels. Somebody else said, “Oh, we don’t have room in the
white schools to take any black children in.” Somebody else said, “Well, they’re not
going to get along. This is not the time. Let’s wait,” and things like that. But that

didn’t work. It got pushed through. September 15, 1955 was the beginning of
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integration in our schools in Montgomery County.

PVN: And you were a teacher at the time?

NHC: | was a teacher at the time.

PVN: Tell me about that. Was it difficult - the transition from segregation to
integration? You must have had community hostility, some of the Board members
were hostile? Parents must have been hostile? Some students must have been
hostile?

NHC: We had all of that, but we didn’t have too much trouble with the children. If
they had left it to the children, we would have been fine. It was the adults that
made things difficult. We had to - | didn’t have any trouble. I’m going to tell you
the positive truth. | was sent to a school here in Rockville -- Hungerford. Those
parents were so good to me. They fell over backwards being good to me and so did
the faculty. | never had any trouble there. There might have been some black
teachers who had trouble in some communities. | know when black teachers first
went 1'nto> the white schools, there were many parents who didn’t want their children
in a black teacher’s room. Oh, no. | can’t say exactly what they thought of us, but
we weren’t good enough. | know that. We had to prove ourselves. At the end of
about the first year, we had proven ourselves And what do you know, soon they
wanted their children in a black teacher’s room. We had come through the hard
way. We knew how to teach school. We knew how to work with children. We

knew how to love them. We knew we had to do more than reading, writing, and
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arithmetic. When you teach, you’ve got to teach the whole child. We knew how to
do that because we had come through such hard systems where we had to be
surrogate parents to some of our black children - not all of them, but a few that were
extremely poor. During the depression we had to buy food and clothing and put it on
these children, and they came to school everyday because it was going to be warm
there. And teacher was going to give them some food. | took food out of my mouth
many a day and gave my lunch to a poor child who was hungry. | couldn’t see that
child sitting there not having anything to eat. We had no cafeteria. We had no
food. We had nothing at school. So, | would give my lunch. Sometimes, I would
bring two bags of lunch. Give one to the children and | would eat one. | have taken
clothing off my daughter’s back and put it on a child in my classroom because she was
cold and half-clad, and walking in snow with sandals on and no socks. You see, you
had to be surrogate parents to some of the children. You had to give them food, and
you have to do that. Children couldn’t learn sitting up in school cold and hungry.
They couldn’t learn. So you had to do the things for them that would give them
comfort. That’s what we did. Not all black teachers had to do that, but | did it. |
bought eyeglasses. | bought shoes, and everything - anything they needed, | bought
it and put it on their backs.

PVN: When you were teaching in those schools, where did you live?

NHC: | lived with my mother on Peachtree Road.

PVN: So you had to travel to school every day.
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NHC: Yes, | got an old car and after | moved down to Colesville. But | rode on the
school bus with the children. When | was at Quince Orchard, | would walk out
Peachtree Road to 28 and catch the school bus, and the school bus was coming to
Rockville.

PVN: Who provided the school bus?

NHC: At first the banks did. We had to buy us an old bumbely bus and patch the
money together and finally the School Board gave us a used bus, and then after that
we had to get it from the School Board. And our children had to pay to ride on that
bus.

PVN: And the ones who were very poor couldn’t ride?

NHC: No. They didn’t have any money to ride. They didn’t have the proper
clothing.

PVN: How many colored high schools were there in the county?

NHC: One. One at a time. We had three buildings but we just had one high school.
The first one was a Rosenwald building. My father-in-law Noah Clarke was one of the
head pushers to get a high school. We didn’t have a high school until 1927. Before
that, my oldest sisters had to go into Washington, D.C., and live with family or friends
to get to go to high school and junior high school. But there was none in the county.
My father-in-law got together the trustees of all these little black schools around the
county (he was a traveling salesman, so he knew everybody) so he got them together

and Mr. Edward U. Taylor was our supervisor and he was along with them, but he
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couldn’t push very hard because he was a member of the school system. He had to
stand aside. Anyway, they all went to see the Superintendent and the Board of
Education and said: "We want a black high school for our children.” Well, the
Superintendent answered and said that he never heard of black people wanting a high
school. They didn’t have any money to build a high school for us. And he says, “And
don’t go back home and start raising any money either because we don’t have any
money to build a school.” Mr. Clarke and his merry little band of people went on
back and started raising the money. They raised the money and carried it back up
there. There was some Rosenwald money up there, you see. We got this little two-
room school on North Washington Street [in Rockville] right where the CVS stands. It
was right in that area. It was two classrooms and a small room in the middle that was
supposed to have been the library, but we never had a library. Not in that school.
That was our high school. We had to go outdoors, across the yard to go to the
bathroom in the basement of the elementary building, and finally they took the
basement and - you had to walk through the furnace room - Pile of coal in the
corner; a pile of wood over there. That is how we had to get into our science room.
They put a wall behind the furnace and made a room in there. Our science
equipment was one beaker, one clamp, and one test tube. That’s what they sent us.
That was our science equipment. And everything else that we had the teacher had to
provide it. That was our science equipment. And it got overcrowded and so here

comes Mr. Clarke and his group of trustees. They went back and asked for a larger
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school. Said it was overrun. They went back through the county.

SIDE TWO

The high school didn’t have any bathrooms, electric lights, or running water, or
anything like that. We had to haul the water. But we had to go into the elementary
school to go to the bathroom and most children - it was so dirty, and filthy, and
stinky - we couldn’t stand it. We couldn’t go there. We held it all day until we got
back home. The school kept growing and growing and growing and Mr. Clarke and his
group went back again and said “we are overcrowded and we need a larger place.”
So they rented the Fisherman’s Hall across the street. That’s was a fraternal
organization in Rockville. It had a long title. We used their hall and they paid the
Fisherman $18 a month for us to have school in their hall across the street. And it
kept growing. And we kept growing. And they kept going back, and so they had to
abandon this little Rosenwald school on North Washington Street and the Board of
Education went to Takoma Park and found an old abandoned building there.

PVN: What year was this? Were you in high school?

NHC: Yes, | went to the one on North Washington. Late 20s and early 30s. So they
went over to Takoma Park and got this old abandoned building they found, and took
it down and brought it up to the Lincoln Park area in Rockville and put it up for our
high school. We were growing, you see. We had to get out of that hall and down in
the basement. We were just growing all over, so they put this old building up and

put a brick facade on the outside of it. That was Lincoln High School. | never went
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to Lincoln. My brothers, beginning with my brother Maxwell - he and my brother,
Bernard, went. That was the high school then and they had to abandon the little
school on North Washington Street and | think the elementary school used it for a
while, but then, you know, when they got that shopping center there - the Magruder
shopping center - everything was knocked down.

PVN: So you graduated in 19347 Lincoln School opened about that time and Maxwell
and Bernard went to it?

NHC: Yes, they went to that school.

PVN: So then the Gibbs case?

NHC: His school was on North Washington Street too. It was the elementary school.
PVN: That case happened after you had gotten out of high school and after you had
gone to college?

NHC: | was just coming out of college. He just finished the case in '36. The Black
Teachers Association - the state association - and the NAACP decided they would get
equal salaries. We had to have the same educational qualifications to teach the
same thing as the white teachers. But we only got half the money. For 15 years, I’ll
tell you, the Black Teachers Association had been asking the legislature to make a
law that said we get equal salaries.

PVN: This was all over the state?

NHC: All over the state. All over the state.

PVN: Probably all over the South too.
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NHC: Oh, yes, yes. | guessso. | don’t know other than Maryland. We got one-half
the money. Anyway, Mr. Gibbs was the litigant in that case, and we had

PVN: | know from reading about it that Thurgood Marshall from the NAACP came out
and helped represent him.

NHC: That’s right. He was an NAACP lawyer at that time. He and some others. . .
PVN: While you are looking for those names, | heard also that the neighbors of Mr.
Gibbs raised money by mortgaging their houses to help pay his fees.

NHC: That’s right. They went in debt. They mortgaged their homes right here in
Rockville. There was no law in Maryland that said black teachers had to have one-
half of the money. So, Thurgood Marshall, who became our Supreme Court justice,
Edward P. Lovett, Charles Houston, W. A. C. Hughes, and Leon Ransom were NAACP
lawyers at that time. They went to court, but they didn’t go through the courts
because there was no law. They said, "what we can do now” -this is the
Montgomery County Board of Education talking - “we have already passed our budget.
We don’t have enough money to equalize the salaries right now, but we will give
them one-half of the difference, and that was in 1937-38. | came into the county [as
a teacher] in September,1937. | reaped the benefits of Mr. Gibbs, who lost his job.
The Board of Education said he lost his job because he wasn’t qualified. But we all
knew that he lost his job because he was the litigant in that salary case. He had the
same qualifications then as he had when he came into the county.

PVN: So then he had to move to Philadelphia, or someplace, to get a job?
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NHC: He moved up into New Jersey, | think, because several years ago | got a call
from a strange woman who said she was in Secaucus, N.J. Evidently he taught there.
She said they were going to knock Mr. Gibbs’s school down, and | am going to protest
it. So she and | sat on the phone talked about Mr. Gibbs. | think there was a city
commissioner, whoever, who wanted to put up a parking lot on this place where Mr.
Gibbs’s school was standing. She said, “I’m going to fight it.” | said, "Please let
[me] know what happens. | want to know if you win your case. | want to know it.”
But, she never called me back. | don’t even know her name. She said she was going
to the meeting and protest it and she was not going to let them knock Mr. Gibbs’s
school down and make a parking lot. Evidently they did, because she never called
me back. Then Mr. Gibbs went into the ministry. | think that is when he was in
Philadelphia. He went into the ministry and gave up school, and he came back here
once. | think it was the NAACP or a group of people in Lincoln Park had a big affair
for him, to honor him, for what he had done for the black teachers in this county,
and they gave him an award.

PVN: Did the settlement in Montgomery County have any impact on the rest of the
state?

NHC: Yes, they started. It woke them up. When we had won our case, then other
counties, and | can’t tell you which one was next, and the next and the next, but that
started Maryland rolling.

PVN: By 1954, they were pretty much equal?
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NHC: They didn’t integrate like that. It took us from 1955 to 1961 to empty out all
four of those black elementary schools and the one high school.

PVN: So two or three students would go to integrate a school and they would have
to face it all by themselves?

NHC: Right. In my daughter’s case, there were three of them that went to Rockville
Junior High over here. It was my daughter, Camille Clarke, [Clarence] "Butch”
Israel, and Joanne Clagett - just three of them integrated the school here in
Rockville. That was the junior high. They went and had to face it. It was
something adults should have done, but children had to.

PVN: So segregation really stayed in this county until 1961, then?

NHC: Yes, that wasn’t a thousand years ago. Everything was segregated around here
and we didn’t know anything but segregation. We knew the whites had more and
better things than we had but we weren’t associated with them that much, other
than that our parents worked for them, and as a child, | was not associated with them
at all. We knew they must have had good things because we got all the trash that
they threw out.

PVN: How did you get medical and dental care in the county?

NHC: Before black doctors came into the county, we went to white doctors. We
paid. We didn’t have any insurance. Before | was grown there was an insurance
company called the People’s Insurance Company. It was a white company and they

began having black people as clients. A man used to come around to your house and
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collect the money. | was a teenager then. All before that we just had to pay out of
our pockets. There were no black doctors; there were just white doctors.
PVN: Did you have to travel a long way to get to them?
NHC: No, there was one in Barnesville, a Dr. Miller; and there was one in Dawsonville
..aDr.... Those were our doctors. And there was one in Poolesville, a Dr. White.
We had to go to them and pay out of our pockets. Usually people didn’t go to the
doctor until they were very, very sick. The dentists - they didn’t go to dentists until
they were so much in pain and their teeth were falling out - that was the only time
because they just couldn’t go regularly to have regular care. They didn’t have that
kind of money. So when they went to the dentist, they really had a big fat jaw with
an abcess and all that kind of stuff. We did get a black dentist. The first one was
Dr. Adolf Williams, who came to Rockville after the Korean War. He married one of
our Montgomery County teachers (her name was Mary) and she was the president of
the NAACP for seven years. For several years, Dr. and Mrs. Williams lived in the
Lincoln Park area. They had an apartment in the Lenmore Apartments. After
integration, they wanted to improve their living condition so they went and they
moved in an apartment on Connecticut Avenue in Montgomery County, and the Ku
Klux Klan burned a cross on the lawn of that apartment. But Dr. and Mrs. Williams, all
they wanted was a better place to live, and they didn’t do anything, but they stayed
there until they were ready to move. Then we had another black dentist who is still

here. | can’t tell you exactly what year he came. His name is Dr. William Powell,
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and he was born in Mobile, Alabama. He came here after he had served in the Army.
He was stationed in Frederick at Fort Detrick and he met a girl up in Frederick and
married her, and he never did go back. He goes back to visit.

PVN: When you got these black doctors and dentists in town, did you switch from
the white doctors?

NHC: | guess we did. Yes.

PVN: Even though it meant traveling farther, probably?

NHC: Yes, we had to get to Rockville because they were practicing here in Rockyville.
PVN: Did they charge as much?

NHC: | don’t remember because my parents paid. After Dr. Powell, who is still
here, got out of the service he went to Howard University School of Dentistry in
Washington, D.C. He has been practicing in Rockville for about 35 years. He was the
only one who | talked to who had some discrimination early in his practice here. He
said they would call up and make a dental appointment - the white people - and
when they would come into his office and he would come out and they would see he
was black, they would get up and leave. He now teaches dentistry at Howard
University and is still practicing. He belongs to a lot of organizations, including the
American College of Dentistry. That is a high honor when you are able to join that
organization.

PVN: Now, you quit teaching after you taught for 36 years and became an author?

Why did you do that?



NHC: Well, we belonged to a club called the Merry Makers Club. We were a
community group that helped the sick and the poor and somebody got burned out and
somebody who needs a scholarship - that’s the kind of work our club did. Some child
needed a scholarship, we’d send him to college and all like that. We met at each
other’s home. Each month we went to a different home. And we were sitting and
talking after we had had the meeting, and a member said she went to a lecture the
other day and you guys in Montgomery County didn’t have a high school until 1946.
Well, those of us who were Montgomery Countians knew that wasn’t true. We said,
“That is not true. We got a high school in 1927. It wasn’t a very good one, but we
had one.” After | left the meeting, | went home and it bothered me that some
people are going around making speeches about Montgomery County public schools
and they didn’t know anything about it because they weren’t from Montgomery
County. So | called up the President of the Merry Makers Club. | said, since we are
all retired, what about us getting together and getting the information and putting it
somewhere so people who are going to talk about Montgomery County public schools
will get the facts? And she said, “Yes” And | called all the members and they said,
“Yes, let’s do it, let’s do it.” Of course with my mouth running, they made me
chairman of the group. We went on. We did our research in the archives of the
Montgomery County public schools. That was the first place, and we went to
Baltimore to the State Department and we went to the other libraries. It took us

three years.
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PVN: There is a co-author on that book with you. Who is that? Is that the President
of the club?

NHC: That was the President of the Club. She’s passed away now. And we got all
this material together. We didn’t know what we were doing. We had never written
a book, so we asked for help from many of the area colleges, but when we got to
Howard University, that is where they agreed to help us. The others said, “No, we
can’t be bothered.”

PVN: So, how did Howard help?

NHC: They had a history professor there and he helped us. We would write and we
would go down to his apartment on 16™ Street and he would read our materials and
tell us to go back and do this and do that. Sometimes he was so hard on us that one
day we had tears standing in our eyes. He was hard on us. He was just a good
teacher, that’s all. And he made us go over it and over it, and so we finally got it
finished and we had to get a subsidy publisher. The Merry Makers Club had to pay to
have that book published. Nobody would publish it for us. Somebody said it was
controversial material.

PVN: Then you had to give copies to the libraries and to the schools?

NHC: Yes, we did that. And the Board of Education library - they bought theirs and
it was so popular and so good, | sold eight copies to the professional library at the
Board of Education. They stole everyone of them. | went back and | sold them eight

more, and | think they have just about stolen all eight of those because a principal
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went up to the professional library to get my book and my great niece happens to be
the librarian there. The principal said she was really hard on me. She wouldn’t let
me have that book, but when | told her that | knew you, and | would take care of this
book and bring it back, and that was the only reason they let her have it.

PVN: Then you wrote a book about the black churches? What about churches in
Montgomery County in the 20's, 30's, and 40's?

NHC: They were segregated.. Just like we are now. We are getting a little bit of
integrated churches. You know, some churches have black and white, but mostly
they are segregated. Sometimes there are two or three. We’ve got maybe one or
two whites that have joined our church, but it is basically segregated. The most
segregated thing in America now is church.

PVN: When you stop to think about it, you are very right.

NHC: Yes, churches are still just like they always were. If they were all white,
they are still all white and if they were black they are black, and they are easing over
into each other’s churches very slowly. My church over on Wood Lane, Jerusalem -
Mount Pleasant United Methodist Church is the oldest Methodist church in Rockville,
and at first slaves went. They would have a balcony up in the top of the church and
slaves sat up there or would sit in the back of the church. They couldn’t participate
in the program of the church. They had to sit there and be quiet. In our church, we
have a balcony up in the top of the church and you come in a separate door and sit up

there by the roof. When it was very hot, they would stand outdoors, and the
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preacher would open the windows and they would stand outdoors and listen at the
windows. It was so hot up there in the summertime. There were a number of
churches like that when there was slavery, but when the slaves were freed they went

out and built their own churches. Sometimes the master would give them a piece of
land, or sell them a g‘iece of land, and the next thing you know all the people who
were slaves on this farm had a little community there. That is why you see a lot of
small black communities all over this county. There is no one place where all black
people lived in Montg;omery County. We are spread all over because it was from that
plantation time when? we built our little community on the edge of the master’s farm.
We have a lot of places where there is just one place and all the black people are
gathered there, but not here. We are all over the place.

PVN: | am about through with my questions. Is there anything else that | haven’t
asked you about that ‘Iyou would like to talk about?

NHC: No, | can’t think of anything. | never was into history until after | retired. |
never liked history, bfacause maybe | didn’t have a good teacher. They just taught us
dates and names. |

You know it took this|lady 15 years to research her family’s history in St. Mary’s
County. It is hard to‘research black history because so much of our history was never
written down. It’s in the grave and so much of it was partially written or not written

at all. You see those‘ slaves, they could not have written it. It was by word of

mouth. You get so discouraged. You just knock your head against a brick wall. You

|
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can’t find anything. After while, you get another little breakthough. | know Eileen
McGuckian. She took me to Annapolis to the Hall of Records one time. She said,
“Come on now, and ride with me.” And | went down there and | started looking.
Well, | made a noise. In that place | was finding stuff about my grandparents who |
didn’t even know existed. | just started looking too as she was researching, | said,
“I’'ll do some too.” Well, | kind of yelled out in the place | was so excited. | was
finding stuff on my mother’s family. It was recorded there who died, the different
diseases, and who the doctors were, and who they were married to, and it was right
in there, in the Hall of Records over in Annapolis. But you had to go far and wide to
find a little bit of stuff. You have to keep going if you are interested.

NHC: Can | tell you about the black doctors now?

PVN: Tell me about the black doctors.

NHC: The first one was Dr. Webster Sewell and he was a general practitioner here.
His parents were from Montgomery County, becausé | think my mother said she was
friends with his mother. He went to the Howard University School of Medicine and
began his practice here in Montgomery County in about 1930.

Dr. Clive Jackson was another, and my nephew, Dr. Ricketts. He is a
podiatrist in Silver Spring. Dr. Jackson was a difficult man. He lost his patients a lot
because he was rude. He did not have a good bedside manner, like Dr. Sewell did.
PVN: When you use your names, do you like to use Honemond?

NHC: Yes, that’s my middle name. | dropped Elizabeth. So | call myself Nina
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Honemond. Carke. | didn’t want to lose that name, because it was special.

END

Interviewer’s Note: Mrs. Clark explained off the tape that her grandfather on her
father’s side had been a slave in Richmond, Va., for a man named Honeycutt. Her
grandfather, who did many different things for Honeycutt, was called Honey Man.
When her grandfather was freed he made up the name of Honemond, and pronounced
it Honey Man, although he did change the spelling. That is why the name is special to

Mrs. Clarke.
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Medical and Dental Care: Went to white doctors; had no insurance a
first. Not many doctors. Went to doctor only when very sick, and
did not go to dentist until situation was desperate. Black dentist began
practice after Korean War in Rockville. Dentist’s move to better
place on Connecticut Avenue, where Klu Klux Klan burned cross on
property. Another dentist moved in too. Black people switched to
the black doctors and dentists when possible. Some whites would not
use black health professionals.

She taught for 36 years, retired, then became author. Belonged to
Merry Makers Club that did good works; it took on a book project she
proposed to set record straight on MC black schools. Howard U
history professor helped; the club self-published. Few books sold,
most given away.

Churches in MC. Still quite segregated; most segregated institutions
in society. Where slaves sat during church services and what they
were able to do in church

History of establishing black communities in Montgomery County.
Pattern came from the plantation era.

She got into history through her work as an author of histories. Hard
to research black history. Hall of Records in Annapolis, where she
found stuff about her grandparents

Black doctors in Montgomery County.





