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Chevy Chase is a more or less indefinite area bounded on the west by Bethesda, 
on the north by Kensington, and on the east by Silver Spring. On the south it in­
cludes a portion of the District of Columbia, adjacent to Connecticut Avenue as far 
south as Ellicott Street . 

The original Chevy Chase ·.,as a specific area developed by the Chevy Chase Land 
Company . This original development is now known as Chevy Chase Village . Its roots 
go back to 1890. 

At that time the city of Washington - population , 188,932 - did not extend 
even as far as Dupont Circle. Grover Cleveland was the President of the United 
States. The period has been called, 11The Second Industrial Revolution. 11 It was an 
era just following the development and world-shaking activities of the great corpo­
rations, such as the United States Steel Corporation and the Standard Oil Company. 
The rai l roads were pressing into the West , the great mining companies were on a 
rampage. Thomas Edison had invented the incandescent light bulb and was experi­
menting wi th the first electric railway; automobiles were beginning to be manufac­
tured, Langley was making history with powered flight, telephones were becoming an 
absolute necessity. Mark Twain was in his prime, William Jennings Bryan was at the 
pinnacle of his oratorical supremacy; the Rockefellers, the Carnegies and J. P. 
Morgan we re striking it rich. Oklahoma was Indian Territory, New Mexico, Arizona 
and Utah were not yet states of the Union. Yes, it was in truth, a glorious, spec­
tacular and melodramatic age and at this time, Washington, D. C. was a Boom town! 
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Living there at that time was a retired Colonel of the United States Army who 
was in the real estate business. He was mindful of the need for a well-organized 
extension of the City of Washington. This gentleman had vision and a flair for the 
dramatic. This Colonel George Argustus Armes dreamed up the idea of extending Con­
necticut Avenue right through his own property, called 11 Fairfield11

, which was situ­
ated on the present site of Connecticut Avenue and Ellicott Street. It was his 
idea that the Avenue should extend out to the Maryland 1 ine and beyond. At that 
time, Connecticut Avenue ended at Florida Avenue, or Boundary Street, as it was 
then called. Failing in his attempts to have a Bill passed by Congress, the un­
daunted Colonel consulted with his neighbors in the hope that they would donate a 
strip for the continuation of the Avenue out to the Maryland 1 ine. This, too, 
failed. Then he began to contact several wealthy Congressmen and laid before them 
a really stupendous idea, calling for an expenditure of some $3,500,000. The story 
goes that he gathered these gentlemen together at his home, 11 Fairfield11

, and point­
ing to the north with a sweeping motion said: "Here, Gentlemen, is where you should 
develop the finest suburb in America." His plan included the building of a cable 
or electric railway, the construction of two bridges and the sub-dividing of lots 
for a new community. 

Along with his personal ambitions, Col. Armes was a far-sighted person and a 
very superior salesman! One of his first contacts was with Senator William Stewart 
of Nevada. Senator Stewart had built 11Stewart 1 s Castle11 on the site of the present 
Riggs Bank Branch at Dupont Circle. This caused his friends to laugh and scoff at 
his burying himself in the country, calling his lovely home, 11Stewart 1 s Folli 1

• 

But soon after, other elaborate homes were built in this later-to-be fashionable 
neighborhood. 

Senator Stewart was more than mildly enthused over the proposal. He cal led 
the Colonel to his home one evening and it was past 3 A.M. when the Colonel took 
his leave, only to be called back in the early evening of the next day, at which 
time another Congressman was present. This was Congressman Francis G. Newlands, 
who later became Senator, also from Nevada. He had married into the famous Sharon 
family of California, known for their vast holdings in railroad developments, as 
well as in the great Comstock Lode interests. 

At first, all was to be very secret. Colonel Armes was delegated to purchase 
large tracts of land in his own name, as trustee. What a hey-day he must have had, 
spending other people 1s money - going from farmer to farmer, bargaining and making 
settlements left and right. Prices ranged from $275 per acre to $6000 per acre and 
more. Roughly speaking, the lands purchased extended along Calvert Street to Wis­
consin Avenue, then on to Bethesda, then north-easterly to the estate of the Dunlop 
family, known as 11 Hayes 11

, built in the early 18th Century. From here the boundary 
went along the old Jones Bridge Road over to Rock Creek. 

This all happened in 1890, but it was not long before the news of the venture 
leaked out. The newspapers of the day really splurged on the details as each deed 
of sale was recorded! The Chevy Chase Land Company came into being, having as its 
officers: Mr. Francis G. Newlands, President; Mr. Edward J. Stellwagen, Vice­
president; Mr. Thomas Gale, Treasurer; and Mr. Howard Nyman, Secretary. Mr. Morris 
Hacker was the first Village Engineer. The real estate firm, known as the Thomas 
J. Fisher Co., was formed as a subsidiary of the Chevy Chase Land Company. From 
then on the services of the Colonel were no longer needed, but credit must be given 
him for instigating this mammoth venture! 
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The name of Chevy Chase was used because one of the tra c ts of l and purchased 
was i de ntif ied in its p roprie t ary pa ten t, da ted 1751, as "Che i vy Chace" . This a rea 
of mo re than 200 acres was a par t of a much l a rge r grant , f i rst owned by Co l one l 
Joseph Be l t. It was l ater owned by Ab raham Brad l ey , the Assistant Postmaster Gen­
e ra l in 1814. I t i s sa id t hat when the Bri t ish burned t he Wh ite House , several 
members of t he Cab ine t t ook refuge at the Brad l ey Fa rm, car rying wi th them valuabl e 
documents o f the Gove rnment. Pa r t of it i s now t he Chevy Chase Club. 

The o ri g i n of t he name i s i nte rest i ng. I t was derived from a French word, 
11 Chevauchee11 , a wo rd used i n Scot l and t o descr i be a bo rder rai d. As t here we re 
many s uch raids be tween the Eng li sh an d t he Scots i n the Cheviot Hi ll s of No r th um­
ber l and a nd Ot t e rburn , the t erm 11 Chevauchee 11 an d 11 Chev io t 11 became i nt erchangeable 
i n the popu l ar min d. Th us, Chevy Chase was desc ribed in a ba ll ad of 64 s t anzas 
ca ll ed , 11The Hun t ing of t he Chev iot", giving full deta il s of t he " Ba ttle of Chevy 
Chase 11 i n 1388 . 

Chevy Chase was one of t he f i rs t p l anned sub urbs i n the United Sta t es . Ca l led 
Chevy Chase Vill age, it was located jus t over the D. C. l ine so that the pr i v il ege 
of vot i ng in Mary land wo uld be poss i b l e . El abo ra t e and beau t iful plans were drawn 
by a f amous New Yo rk lan ds cape a rchi tect, Mr . Na t han Barrett. Not a l l of his ide as 
we re ca rried out, but the ove r- a ll p i c tu re i s as he p lanned . Wi de streets were de ­
s i gned with an eye f o r beau t y a nd s implic i ty. No al leys we re t o be a ll owed . The 
st reets were given Eng li sh and Scottish names, s uch as Oxford, Pr imrose , Me l rose , 
Ki rke , e tc. Hesketh St reet was named afte r a Lord Hesketh, an Eng l ish gentl eman 
who was mar ri ed to Mrs. New l ands 1 sis t er . Even t he Chevy Chase Circ le was p l anned 
at th is time and it eventua ll y became a memor i a l to Senator Newlands . The Ci rcle 
was deeded t o t he Dist ri ct of Co lumb ia Governme nt so tha t i t cou l d become a pa r t of 
the sYStem of parks in the Di s t rict. The memor i al fountain was dedicated to Sena­
t or New lands by the second Mrs. New l ands i n 1933. One of the featu res of the Vi 1-
l age today is the exte ns i ve use of love l y shade t rees and ornamenta l shrub be ry . 
Many trees we re imported f rom out of the country, pa r t i cularly the map l es from Nor­
way and t he dwarf J apanese box. The princ ipa l var ieties us ed for shade trees were 
t he e lm, p in- oak , l inden, sycamo re and ma pl e . The nat i ve t rees were d i sturbed as 
li tt le as poss i b le and used to t he ir best advantage . Among t hese we re t he tul i p 
poplar, wh i te and b l ack oak, l ocus t , dogwood and judas. 

Chevy Chase became known for its de li gh t full y pure dr i nking water , for the 
Land Company had d r i l led more than twenty artes ian we l ls throughout the area and 
had bui l t a very ar ti st i c standp i pe just north of Bradl ey Lane on Rosemary Street. 
Un fo r t unate ly, th is structure i s no longer there and t he Vi ll age water suppl y now 
comes f rom the Dist ri c t o f Co l umbi a system. 

The e lectric ra il way, known as t he Rock Creek Rai l road , was incorporated, wi th 
s tock owned by the Chevy Chase Land Company . It sta r ted at 7th and U Streets, N.W . 
i n Washington and went west a long U Street to 18th Street , then no r th to Ca l vert 
Street . Here the Ca l ve rt Br i dge was bu ilt, an i mportan ~ accomp li shment i n tha t day . 
The railway went across t h is b r idge to Con nec t icut Aven ue , then north to the Chevy 
Chas e Ci rc le . After round i ng the Ci rc l e at Chevy Chase , this ra il way contin ued 
another two mil es to t he Chevy Chase Lake. Thi s rai lway became a part of the Cap­
i tal Trac t ion Compa ny, wh i ch later was inco rporated into D. C. Transit . 

The buil d ing of the Chevy Chase Lake i s a s t ory in i tse l f , and few peop le know 
the reas ons behind i t. The Chevy Ch ase Land Company natural ly wanted to se ll lots 
and houses and, i n order to have peop l e s ee the s ection conveni ently, i t was dec i ded 
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to construct a lake as an attraction at the end of the railway line! An amusement 
park was designed around the lake and on hot summer evenings the open streetcars 
were filled to capacity; the passengers, unwittingly, were potential buyers of lots 
and houses in the Village! A bandstand was constructed which was a masterpiece of 
beauty and glamour! Its design was that of a mammoth seashel 1, with hundreds of 
electric lights sparkling from its inter ior , which was painted a pale and delicate 
blue. Some thirty or forty musicians of the United States Marine Band appeared 
each evening in full and colorful regalia. They played semi-classical numbers much 
like the pop-concerts of Boston and the Water-Gate music of today. For the last 
half of the program, which was dance music only, the musicians had walked down the 
hill from the bandstand to a large, rustic dance pavillion, overlooking the Lake. 
The Lake, with its innumerable colored lights strung around its circumference, pre­
sented a fairy-like atmosphere. Irene and Vernon Castle introduced some of their 
new dances here! 

In addition to the concerts, which were free, there were other paid attrac­
tions, such as boating , bowling, horseback and pony riding. There was a gaily dec­
orated merry-go-'round for the children, a shooti ng ga llery for the grown-ups, and 
enormous boat-swings that went high in the air. There were no games of chance, no 
rowdyism, but rather an atmosphere of dignity and quiet pleasure. 

The first four houses in the Village were built by the Chevy Chase Land Com­
pany for their own Executive Board members. They were designed by good architects 
and built as a pattern for other houses to follow. Mr. Newlands' home overlooked 
the Circle, on the right as one enters Maryland. Later it was the Corby residence. 
Mr. Stellwagen' s ho use w~s across Connecticut Avenue; however, he never lived there. 
Mr. Nyman's house faced the Avenue at Irving Street, while opposite that, the 
Claude family, who came from Annapo li s, li ved. Here, "Judge" Claude had charge of 
the first Post Office of the Village. This house was later owned by Judge Peele, 
who li ved there for many years with his family. Bui ]ding regulations were strict 
and demanded that no lots could be less than sixty feet wide and that the houses 
cost no less than a certain amount. The construction of row-houses, stores or 
apartments was forbidden. 

The Bradley Farm was lef t pretty much intact, until developed late r as a coun­
try club. For a long time fox-hunting was a popular sport; the Chevy Chase Club 
was started as a Hunt Club. Mr. Newlands was its first President; Mr. Henry Earle, 
the first Master of Hounds. Today this club is known far and wide and numbers 
among its members more men of distinction and renown, perhaps, than any social club 
in America. 

Beginning at the Circle and passing through the Village, a block east of Con­
necticut Avenue, there is a most charming and picturesque road known as Brookeville 
Road. This lane was there many, many years before the Village was even a gleam in 
the eye· of Colonel Armes! Originally it wound through beautiful Montgomery County, 
following the contours of the land for some fifteen or sixteen miles to the his­
toric little town of Brookeville. On this road was "Clean Drinking Manor", the 
early manor house of the Jones fa mily. Also, this road is said to have been the 
route taken by Dolley Madison in her flight from the White House which the British 
so rudely burned in 1814 . However, this lovely lane, wi"th its old and stately 
trees, along with the o riginal part of the old Bradley farmhouse, now the Chevy 
Chase Club, are the only visible links that the Village has with the 18th Century. 

The Chevy Chase Land Company did all that it could for the comfort and conven­
ience of the residents of the Village, even to the extent of allowing their 
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groceries and other purchases from the City to be brought out on the old green 
freight-car each day, free of charge! This was to compensate, in some meas ure, for 
the restrictions about the building of stores in the Village. The one mai 1-bag, 
scarcely half-filled, arrived in this way twice each day and the first mai ]-carrier, 
named Joe, wo uld carry it into the Post Office. 

The first church in the Village was All Saints Episcopal Church, on the south­
western arc of the Chevy Chase Circle. The organization of this church began in 
1897 at a meeting held in a little school-house (no longer there) across the street 
from the present church. Here services were held until 1901 when the Chevy Chase 
Land Company donated the land for the present old part of the Chu rch. The first 
rector was the Rev. Thomas S. Childs, who lived on the east side of Connecticut 
Avenue at Irving Street. He was dearly beloved by his parishioners and served them 
long and we ll. His house was torn down in recent years to make way for four others! 

Several churches have had their beginnings in the Village Hall. The Catholic 
Church held Sunday services there for many months before their first little church 
on Patterson Street, near the Circle, was built. The Christian Scientists held 
their meetings and services there for many years before building further out on 
Connecticut Avenue, near the Lake. 

In 1896 two of the daughters of Senator Newlands and Miss Alonc ita White 
(later Mrs. Harold Walker) founded a library . Social gatherings and benefits were 
held, books were bought and finally a library building erected. The south end of 
this building was reserved for the new Post Office. Miss Jessie Claude, daughter 
of the "Judge", was appointed the first Postmistress. 

The Library became the center of all civic activities. Besides political 
meetings, amateur dramatics were performed, minstrel shows were given and on each 
Saturday mo rning a dancing class for the children of the Village was held by Pro­
fessor Zebele. How the little girls giggled when he raised the tails of his frock­
coat in teaching them to curts y! 

A hand-drawn fire-truck was kept beneath the Library building and when the 
fire-bell tolled, some of the men of the Village would rus h off on foot, pushing 
and pulling this strange little vehicle. 

Although strictly speaking not in the Village, I feel that Miss MacTeer's lit­
tle French school, at the corner of Connecticut Avenue and Bradley Lane, should be 
mentioned here . Many of the Village children attended this little school. It may 
be dubious as to how much French we learned, but the cookie-jar which Miss MacTeer 
kept filled on the side-board remains in my memory more significantly than the 
French I absorbed! 

Two doors from this little school the fabulous Devereux family li ved. The ir 
lovely home was the favorite gathering place for the teenagers of the day. The 
Devereux pony, "Dynamite", was a chief attraction for several generations of Chevy 
Chase children. The Village claims Jimmie Devereux, the hero of Wake Island, as 
their own. 

This chronicle would be incomplete and sadly lacking if it failed tc mention a 
few of the early "Characters". Spencer Hayes, the colored-man-of-al 1-jobs, cleared 
the sidewalks of snow, riding upon a little home-made snow-plow, drawn by an ami a­
ble horse. The straightness of the path he left may have depended upon the quan­
tity of alcohol inside of Spencer! 
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"Capt. 1 1 Springirth , the Vill age watchman, was a f i gure none of us cou l d eve r 
fo rget. As a young l ad, he had been an app ren t ice sa il or on the Frigate "Cons te l­
l ation". He firs t came to the Village as an emp l oyee of t he el ec tric ra il way . He 
often told how some o f his passengers f rom the c i ty brought empty bo ttl es o ut on 
the st ree t ca rs and fi l led them with the c l ea r, spa rk li ng water a t the public pump 
at the corne r of Irvi ng Stree t and Connecti cut Ave nue. Late r, he became a depu ty 
o f t he law in the Vill age, al t hough his mos t s tren uous dut ies were h a rdly mo re t han 
a ttempts t o catch up with t he Ha l lowe ' en p rankste rs, li ghting the s tree t li ghts 
each evenin g wi th the use of a sma ll l adde r , and keeping an eye on the vacant 
houses in t he summe r months . 

Miss Jessie Cl aude, the f i rst Postmist ress, prope r and p r im, ha rdl y mi ssed a 
day i n mo re t han t h irty years. Even the dee p s now- dri fts p rese nte d no ba rr ie r t o 
he r open ing of the office each day at 7 A. M., especia ll y i f t he postman , Joe, 
pull ed her t he two b l ocks from her home on a sma l l s led. He r one defea t concerned 
a goat , be longing to Constance Grey - and Constance shou l d have known be tte r! Mi ss 
Jess ie was chased by thi s butt ing animal (to the g reat g l ee of Cons t ance and her 
f ri ends) as s he was leavi ng he r off i ce one even ing in the twi l i ght. 

Mr . He rbert Cl aude, t he b ro t her of Miss Jess ie, was a ki nd of l ia i son of f i ce r 
between the Chevy Chase Lan d Company, t he Cap i ta l Traction Company, and the ci t i­
zens of the Vi ll age . Compl a in t s we re b ro ught to h im a nd no matte r was t oo s mall 
fo r h i s excl us i ve attention . He was known fo r hi s l oya l ty to his emp loyers and for 
hi s k i ndnes s to e veryone in t he Vi l l age. 

One of t he ea rli e s t res i dents of Chevy Chase was Miss Janet Ri cha rds , who 
gained s uch fame as a commentator on curren t affa irs . Another person of note was 
Dr . Gates, an i nventor, who had very advanced scient i f i c ideas, a nd whose stee l ­
lined, sound-p roof room was a grea t my s te ry i n the ne i ghborhood . 

In more recent years , a beloved pers on of the Vill age was Mr . Alli son McQui nn, 
or 11Mac11 the wh ist li ng Postman . His pa r ticu l ar wh i st l e at each and eve ry ho use 
could neve r be i mitated; much l ess, h is cheery words and wonde rful dispos iti on, 
wh ich wi 11 l ong be remembered by severa l gene rat ions . Wh e n he re tire d in 1949 t he 
Vil l age Ha ll was packed fo r the ce remonies he l d in hi s honor. 

Among those who have s teered the affa irs of our ow n li tt l e gove rn me nt, I wou l d 
men t ion Mr. Wi l li am T. S. Cu r t is , who , as the firs t Mayor , served unti l t he or ig i na l 
cha r te r was dec l a red in va l id in 1914. At that time the form of government was 
cha nged t o our p rese nt system of e l ect i ng a Boa rd of Manage rs number ing seven. Such 
capable men as George P. Hoove r , Dr . C. C. Cl a rke, Co l. Wa l ter Cl ephane, Mr. Arthur 
Defende rfe r , a nd Mr. George Fe rri s a ll were Cha i rme n o r members of t he Board . 

Perhaps no one has a greate r l ove and l oya l ty fo r Chevy Chase Vi ll age t han our 
fo rmer Stat e Senator, Edward North rop, now a Fede ra l Judge. He was born in the 
Vi ll age and was its wi se coun c il lor fo r many ye ars. Mr . Willi am Aus t in has he ld 
the position of Super i ntendent of Pub l ic Works fo r mo re t han t hirty years . 

Yes, t he women of the Vill age a re not without glo ry . Mrs. Moll ie Ni cho lson , 
a long with her many accompli shments in Nat iona l affairs, s t a r ted t he firs t Chevy 
Chase Chapte r of the Ame r ican Red Cros s duri ng Wor l d War I . She a l so fo unded the 
Nat i ona l Soc iety of Ar ts and Lette rs and was a mos t ab le Pres i de nt of t he Montgom­
e ry Co un ty Histo ri ca l Soc iety . Beatr i ce Clephane was the f irst fem ini ne membe r of 
the Boa rd of Manage rs and was fo ll owe d by Mrs . James C. Ord, Mrs . Barba ra Hayes , 
Mrs . Virg in ia Pl att, Mrs .Wi lli am J a rvi s , and Mrs . Ca l vi n Cobb . 
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It is interesting to note that one of the oldest women's clubs in continuous 
existence in the Washington area is the "Ladies Reading Class" of Chevy Chase. 
Founded more than 65 years ago, it still is in existence. 

The Chevy Chase Garden Club is another group of enterprising, intelligent and 
dignified ladies, interested in maintaining the charm of the Village. Mrs. Hugh 
Southgate was their first president, more than 40 years ago . Their achievements in 
garden club national competitions have been great. 

With so much in their past to be proud of, the people of Chevy Chase Village 
today cherish as one of their greatest blessings the relative quiet and independ­
ence they enjoy. 

May their brick sidewa l ks forever know and feel the footsteps of the finest 
type1 of American citizen. 
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