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Like many Montgomery County communities, the village of Darnestown is sur­
rounded today by new housing developments. But along Darnestown Road (Route 28) 
where Seneca Road (Route 112) comes in from the south, one can still catch a glimpse 
of Darnestown as it was a century ago. This village, like its counterparts through­
out the county, was home to the doctor, the merchant, the tavern keeper, the black­
smith, and the wheelwright who served the everyday needs of the farmers in the sur­
rounding area. 

Settlers came to the Darnestown area around 1750 . One of the first was Ninian 
Beall. (He is not to be confused with the famous Ninian Beall, Indian fighter and 
patentee of "Rock of Dumbarton" on which Georgetown was founded.) Darnestown's 
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Ninian Beall began patenting l and about 1749 when he acqu ired "Ba r ren Hi l l. 11 

Just where he l ived i s not known (p robably somewhe re be t ween Darnestown and Ge rman­
town), but he was a li censed t ave rn keeper . The greatest cont r ib uti on he made t o 
the community was his large fami ly of gir l s. His da ughters married men who we re 
important in the community and thus became the maternal ancesto rs of the f i rst 
famil ies of Darnestown. 

Ninian Bea l l 's da ughter , Ruth , ma rr ied Charles Gassaway , a great grandson of 
Nicho l as Gassaway, an ear l y settle r in the Sout h Rive r area of Anne Arundel County. 
Gassaway not only ma r r ied Beal l ' s daughte r but a l so purchased l and from him. 
Gassaway was we ll thought of ir the commun i t y, served as a Captai n in the Mili t i a, 
and was a Coroner fo r Montgome ry County . He built a brick house at " Pl easant Hi ll s" 
in 1763-1765, 1 which rema ins today one of the most charmi ng pre-Revol ution homes in 
Montgomery County . At the time of his dea th in 1815 , Charles Gassaway owned over 
2000 acres of l and. To his wi fe, Ruth, Gassaway left 400 ac res of the dwe lli ng 
plantation which was to go to thei r son, Char les, at he r death. Ruth Bea ll Gassaway 
must have died by 1829 because, on September 28 of t hat year, Char les Gassaway so l d2 
t he dwe lli ng house, buildings, and 425 acre s of "Pleasant Hi ll s, 11 except a 10-
square-yard lot which was the fami ly burying ground , to James Hawk i ns. Afte r the 
Civil War, the heirs of Hawkins sold the farm to John Thomas Ke l ley . Ke ll ey, who 
was born in Balti more County, had gone west but returned to Georgetown where he was 
a merchant for 20 yea rs. Someti me before 1900, he added an east wi ng to the ho use. 
His son, Dr . John Thomas Ke l ley, a prominent Washin gton phys i cian , added a symmet­
r ical wing to the other si de of the ho use in 19 18. The wings were made of br i cks 
taken from o l d s l ave quarters on the farm and laid i n Fl emis h bond t o match the 
orig in a l ho use . .3 Long befo re Dr . Ke ll ey ' s dea th in 1953 , "Pl easant Hi ll s" became 
the residence of his son , Thomas C. Ke ll ey . Desp i te the effect s of ch il dhood po li o, 
Tom Ke ll ey graduated from l aw s choo l , ente red pr ivate pract i ce in Rockvi ll e, and 
became one of t he most respected membe rs of t hat profession in ~ h e county . In 1934 , 
Ke ll ey was e lect ed J udge of t he Mon t gomery Coun ty Orphan' s Court, t he f i rst l awye r 
to serve in that capaci t y . He was inst rumen t a l i n t he change to t he county counc il 
sys tem of government in Montgome ry Co unty and served on the f irst e l ected coun c il 
from 1948 to 1950. Hi s widow, Cather ine Mer ri ll Ke ll ey, conti nues t o li ve in the 
love ly o l d ho use . 

To his da ughte r , El i zabeth , Cha rl es Gassaway le f t 505 ac res of "Moun t 
Pl easant, 11 par t of "Mi tche ll 's Ra nge , 11 and "P romi se Ful fi ll e d" as we ll as pa rt of 
Mo r ton ' s Is l and in the Potomac . In 1798 , El i zabet h Gassaway had marri ed Willi am 
Da rne . One4 c l a im was that Darne was • bo rn at "Mount a i n Vi ew, 11 at t he foot of Suga r 
Loaf Moun ta in in Freder i ck County. However, a fami l y of Darnes in Fa i rfax Coun ty, 
Virg ini a, cla ims relat ionsh i p th ro ugh a John Da rne , Sr., and hi s wi fe , Ma ry Gunne ll. 
Seve ra l of the Darnes moved t o Virgin ia, wh ich g i ves c rede nce to this re l a ti onship. 

l. Roge r Brooke Fa rquhar , His toric Montgomery County , Maryland, Old Homes and His ­
tory (Ba lti·mo re, MD: Monumental Printin g Company , 1952), p. 253 . 

2 . Montgome ry Co un ty Deeds, Li ber BS 2, f . 338 . 

3. Fa rquhar, op . cit. , p. 254 . 

4 . T. H. S. Boyd , The History of Montgomery_ County , Maryland, from Its Earliest Set­
tlement in 1650 t o 1879 (Ba lt tmore , MD: Reg iona l Publi sh ing Company, 1968), p. 89. 
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William Darne and Elizabeth lived on part of the tract 11Mount Pleasant11 east 
of the house at "Pleasant Hills. 11 He became very active in county affairs - a 
Judge of the Levy Court, a representative in the State Legislature, and a director 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. He was referred to by a contemporary as a man 
"distinguished for his .hospitality and urbanity of manner. 11 5 It was for William 
Darne that Darnestown was named. There is evidence that the town was originally 
called Mount Pleasant. However, when the Post Office came, the town took the name 
of the principal landowner and became known as Darnes or Darnes Town and finally 
Da rnes town. 

The first postmaster and merchant was John Candler. John Candler married 
Sarah Hays in 1804. The Candlers owned farmland on the west side of the Darnestown­
Seneca Road and two lots in Darnestown which, for many years, were used as a store 
and tavern stand. Improvements on these lots inc l uded a dwe l 1 ing house with at­
tached kitchen, smoke house, stables, blacksmith shop, and schoolhouse. Descendents 
of the Candlers continued to live in Darnestown until the early 1900 1 s. 

The f irst whee lwright was Samue l Leeke. In 1820, Samuel Leeke purchased land 
fr om William Darne on t he south side of Route 28 (then called the Road from George­
town to the Mo uth of the Monocacy). He re he had his home and plied his trade. He 
married Rebecca Candler, and they later moved away from the community. Richa rd 
Harper succeeded h im as wheelwright. 

An ear l y blacksm i th was John Dowd. He seems to be lost to the records of Mont­
gomery County, but he was quickly fo l lowed by others. There was always at least 
one and sometimes two blacksmiths in town. The first tavern keeper was Andrew 
Barneyclois. Nothing is known of him except that his wife was Delilah Trundle. 

An early physician in Darnestown was Benjamin Edwards. He was the son of 
Benjamin Edwards of an old Virginia family and Margaret Beall, another of Ninian 
Beall 's daughters. Benjamin Edwards, Sr., had come to Montgomery County as a young 
man. A planter and merchant, he was a member of the State Legislature, a delegate 
to the State Convention of 1788 which ratified the Federal Constitution, and a mem­
ber of the Third Congress of the United States, filling a vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Uriah Forest. Edwards was also a Justice or Judge of Montgomery 
County. 

But stores and blacksmiths are not all it takes to make a town. The first 
church of which we have knowledge was a log building on a lot at the left where 
Route 118 to Germantown intersects Route 28. It was used by several denominations. 
For some time prior to 1855, the Presbyterians had been one of the denominations 
using this building. Then, on May 12, 1855, Reverend Daniel Motzer, the supply 
assigned to the Neelsv i I l e Presbyterian Church in 1854, officiated at the organiza­
tion of the Darnestown Presbyterians as a "missionary point" of the Neelsville 
Church. 6 

5. Ibid. 

6. The history of the Darnestown Presby t e r ian Church and of the Andrew Small Acad­
emy was taken primari ly from 11A Hi s t o ry of the Darnestown Presbyterian Church" by 
John F. We i l s , J r . , comp i l ed fo r t he Centenn i a l Ce l ebration , Septembe r 24- 25, 1955. 
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The first aim of this organization was to have its own building . Maj or George 
Peter offered the congregation land on what is now Berryville Road. Intense debate 
ensued about whether or not t o accept the gift . The site was not favo red by the 
majority, primarily because it was so far from town, so the offer was turned down. 
Shortly thereafter, the church was offered three acres by John DuFief; this offer 
was accepted . John DuFief, son of a French immigrant, was a miller and large land­
owner who lived near Travilah, to the southeast of Darnestown. 

The congregation numbered only 10 communicants so its taste in architecture 
had to be tempered by its pocketbook. It chose a style popular in public buildings 
of the day, Nee-Grecian , classic in line and simple in detail. The cornerstone was 
laid September 14, 1856. Papers , coins , and other mementos were reported to have 
been sea led in the stone with appropriate ceremonies. The completed building was 
dedicated on May 22, 1859. By this time 27 members were claimed, and a Mi ss ionary 
Society had been organized. 

Alice Darby Nourse, an early member of the church, further describes the build­
ing of the church: "When the foundation was laid, the men hauled the stone. The 
women, not to be outdone, del ved into their s crap bags and were organized to meet 
together to make st rips of their colored material into large balls. These balls 
were so ld to a rug company so the ladi es could add their mite t o the general fund. 

"Finally the church was completed. Then the ladies were confronted with a 
problem. Carpet was needed for there we re no furnaces then and the floor was cold. 
But there was no money. At length it was decided tha t each pew owner should bring 
his own strip of carpet from home. Our church floor soon bore the resemblance of a 
' Joseph's Coat. 1 Mrs. A's st rip of carpet was red, whi le just back of it Mrs. B's 
shone a go lden ye llow, and Mrs. C's ac ross the ais le was a purplish hue. 11 

The original church ended where the present-day chancel begins . At the rear 
the bell tower and church parlor were added abou t the turn of the century. The 
basement of the church had a separate ent rance at the side of the bui lding . Pres ­
byterians, always a denomination concerned with education, used the basement as a 
sma ll parochia l schoo l from the beginning, as we ll as for Sunday School. Mr. Burr 
was the first teacher; he had one assistant. 

At about this time there was a rift in the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. Before the Civil War, a "New School" liberalism was chosen by some congre­
gations; "Old Schoo l" churches formed the Confederate Chu rch. Nearby churches in 
Rockville and Poolesville chose the latter. Somehow the Darnestown congregation, 
not necessari ly reflecting the political views of it s members, remained i n the 
Northern Church, or Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. Black communicants were received 
into membership, and there is a smal l balcony or gallery where these members sat . 

The first period of the church' s history came to an end with the death of its 
founding minister, Reverend Dani e l Motzer, on November 1, 1864 at the age of 46. 
He had labored for 10 years in the Neelsville-Darnestown community and was paid by 
the Presbyte rian Board of Home Mi ss ion s . 

The Reverend J.S.H. Hende r son was then appointed s upply to the church. His 
s tay covered the yea r s 1865 to 1870, six sto rmy years that covered not only t he war 
years but yea rs of f inancial problems and of st rained relations with the Neelsville 
branch of the church. 

4. 
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In December 1865, Frederick A. Tschiffely, elder of the New York Avenue Pres­
byter ian Church and a friend of the Darnestown congregation, brought news that his 
friend, Andrew Small, w'ished to give money to the church. Mr. Small, a native of 
Scotland, had been a contractor on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal in the vicinity. 
There he had laid the foundation of his moderate fortune . There he became acquaint­
ed with the community. He admired the efforts of the people to improve their edu­
cational facilities. Therefore he gave them $5000, stipulating that the principal 
not be used, that the interest be directed to the part payment of the pastor's sal­
ary, and that a site be chosen for a parsonage and a home erected for a pastor who 
would devote at least three-quarters of his time to work in the Darnestown commu­
nity . 

This offer precipitated a conflict with the Neelsville Church over the loca­
tion of the manse. It was resolved in time, and the manse was built on land which 
had been acquired adjoining the original three acres, east of the church building . 
The minister's home was completed in February 1870. By this time the Presbytery 
had agreed that each branch was to have its own minister and that the earnings of 
the Andrew Small Fund were to be divided between the two branches. 

In the meantime, in 1867, Andrew Small died. He is buried in the Darnestown 
Presbyterian Cemetery, where his grave is marked by a tall shaft. He left no widow 
or children but the princely sum of $35,000 to the community . With this second 
gift, the Andrew Small Academy was founded. 

Since the trustees had no corporate standing, an Act of Legislature was re­
quired to grant them power to conduct business as "Trustees of the Andrew Small 
Academy of Darnestown, Md. 11 The trustees had their first meeting in June 1867. 
They elected Frederick A. Tschiffely president, Nathaniel Clagett treasurer, and 
George R. Rice secretary. The fund they administered was invested in bonds of 
Washington City with a low interest yield. A later treasurer, James S. Windsor, 
reinvested the funds and greatly increased the income. 

The Academy did not wait for its building but opened for pupils in September 
1867 with Reverend Parke Poindexter Flournoy as teacher and one assistant. But 
there were problems! The parsonage was nearly finished in late 1868, and Mr . 
Easterday, the contractor for the Academy building, had permission to 1 ive in the 
incompleted house. There ~as a succession of teachers, each of whom stayed but a 
short ti me. Reverend Henderson knew he was to leave. And there were financial 
complications. Although the school moved into its new building in 1869, it was 
forced to close for the year 1871. 

The Andrew Small Academy reopened in 1872 and remained in operation until 1907. 
It placed Darnestown ahead of neighboring communities in terms of educational facil­
ities. In those days an education at college-preparatory level was rare in rural 
areas . Quickly the Andrew Small Academy established a reputation which attracted 
boarding students as well as day students. The third floor was outfitted as living 
quar ters for students and teachers. Some of the local families went to consider­
able sacrifice to send their children to the Academy. 

Unt il 1892, the minister of the church was the principal of the Academy. The 
first full -time principal was Professor William Nelson; he remained for seven years. 
Succeed in g principals we re David Jaquette, Frank Andrews, W. F. Mclllwee, and M.L. 
Fearnow. 

s. 



-6 -

And rew Sma l l Academy 

In 1907, the Academy was c losed , and t he Montgomery Coun ty Boa rd of Commi s ­
sioners of Pub li c Schoo l s took over the bui l d ing as part of the county pub li c high ­
schoo l system. The trustees of t he Andrew Sma l l Academy contin ued to maintain the 
buildi ng and to pay a pa r t of t he principal ' s salary. In 1927, after 20 years as a 
three-yea r public high schoo l , the county conve r ted the bu il ding to an elemen tary 
schoo l , using only the bottom f loor for gr ades 1 through 6 . 

Then, in January 1955, the following appea red in the newspaper to announce t he 
removal of the Academy building which was being replaced by a new school: "The 75-
year-old Darnestown Elementa ry School build i ng . . . wi ll be torn down sometime next 
month, the Montgomery County School Board has decided. The Board awarded a $750 
contract to Wil l iam Mossburg to raze the old building wh i ch will be replaced Febru­
ary 1 by the new $207,000 ... school a few hundred feet from the old structure. 
The school building o r iginally housed the Andrew Small Academy, a private school 
attended by Dr. Edwin W. Broome, who retired as Montgomery County Schoo l Superin­
tendent two years ago. 11 ? 

Wi th the demo li tion of the building, the community lost mo re than a school. 
The building had also served as a cultural and social gathering place. Commence­
ments , class pl ays, recitation n i ghts, award nights, and other social functions 
were attended by many in the area. Andrew Sma ll 's gift was felt by every man, 
woman, and child in the community . 

7. The Evening Star , Washington, D.C., January 20, 1955, p. B-13. 
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The Civil War also had its impact on the quiet rural town of Darnestown. Only 
imagination can tell us what the political feelings between families as well as 
within families must have been. Loyalties were divided between the North and the 
South in this part of Montgomery County. But the Union soldiers came to town. 
General Nathaniel Banks had his headquarters in Darnestown for many months . The 
artist, David Strother, using the name Porte Crayon, was there and made sketches 
which were printed in Harper 's New Monthly Magazine . Some Civil War soldiers are 
supposed to be buried in the cemetery of the Presbyterian Church, but they were 
victims of sickness not battle casualties. 

Mr. Claude Owens, grandson of Samuel T. Magruder who lived on what is now the 
Iler farm on Seneca Road, tells this story about his grandfather 1 s farm during the 
war. 11The farm over looked the river and it bristled with cannon and fortifications 
- just waiting for the Rebs to ford the Potomac at Seneca. Mrs. Magruder had a 
nephew, Colonel Nicholas Dorsey, who was captured and he ld prisoner at Baltimore. 
Somehow he managed to escape. Still in remnants of his uniform, he traveled at 
night through the back roads of Maryland until he reached the Magruder farm. Lit­
tle did he know that General Banks and a sizable army were heading for the same 
place. The ve ry day after Colonel Nick arrived, hungry and tired, the General ar­
rived. Again the Colonel was a prisoner. During the confusion of assigning quar­
ters and locating various sites for the units, the Confederate Colonel decided it 
was a good time to leave. He dressed in one of Mr. Magruder 1 s civilian suits, 
calmly wa lked down the steps, waved to the sentries, ambled down the driveway, and 
caught a ride on a wagon to Seneca where he was rowed across the river to safety. 11 

After the Civil War, Darnestown became one of those Montgomery County communi­
ties which were more populous and prosperous then than they were after the turn of 
the century. In 1871, the population of the towns in the county ranked in this 
order: 

Rockville 297 

Sandy Spring 207 

Poolesville 180 

Clarksburg 153 

Damascus 126 

Laytonsville 108 

Darcy 1 s Store (Bethesda) 108 

Hyattstown 99 

Darnestown 99 

Boyc!B gives a population of 200 in the Darnestown area in 1879. The inhabi t ants of 
the town at that time are recorded in G.M. Hopkin s 1 Atlas from which the map repro­
duced here is taken. Let us now meet a few of the residents of this thriving 
crossroads community. 

8. Boyd, op.cit., p. 126 . 
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Map of Darnestown, 1879, from Hopkins' Atlas 

On the right as one approached the crossroads coming from Rockville was the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. Richard Beall. Harper 's New Mon~hZy Magazine of October 1866 
shows their house as a story and a half "cottage" among trees and vines. There was 
a main section and two addit ions of decreasing size with a steep roof slanting to 
the ground in the back. Richard Beall had married Cecelia Darne in 1831. This lot 
in Darnestown was part of the land that Cecelia had inherited from her mother, 
Elizabeth Gassaway Darne . Dr. Beall was the physician for the community. He died 
in 1879 at the age of 75.9 

In 1865, Samuel M. Fisher owned the building next to the Beal ls' house. With 
his brother-in-law, James N. Benton, he was a merchant trading as Fisher and Benton. 
This was their store, and Fisher was a postmaster of Darnestown . In 1868, Samuel 
Fishe r sold the building and land to Ulysses Griffith and James S. Windsor who had 
been renting the property for a while previously. Ulysses Griffith had purchased a 
share to set up his son, Julian, in bus ine ss . Griffith and Windsor became the mer­
chants of the town . Then, after about 10 years, they dissolved t he partnership, 
and Windsor moved to the southwest corner of the intersection of Darnestown Road 
and Seneca Road. Here he built a la rge store and house. They were connected 
through a doorway in the hall, and their mutual porch was divided by a ra.iling. The 
changes in the times were reflected in subtle changes in the merchandise sold in 
the store. The candy counter filled with jars of chocolate babies, licorice whips, 
and stick candy later added soft drinks and commercial ice cream; the bolts of 
cloth and spools of thread declined; canned goods were augmented by bake ry bread ; 
nails and tools were sold and, with the advent of the automobile, came the outside 
gasoline pump. A post office occupied part of the store for some time. 

9 . Montgomery County Sentinei , January 10, 1879. 
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Darnestown, As It Was, 
Looking West on Route 28 

Building in right fore­
ground was Julian Griffith 
store. 

James S. Windso r Store 
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Richard Bea ll House, 
As Sketche d by 
Porte Crayon 
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James S. Windsor had interests other than his mercantile business. He had an 
interest in the Gaithersburg Milling and Manufacturing Company. He was a director 
of the First National Bank of Gaithersburg in whose incorporation he had an active 
part. He was on the Board of Trustees for the Andrew Small Academy and was a trus­
tee and treasurer of the Presbyterian Church at Darnestown. For over 25 years he 
served as an elder. A Republican in politics, he never sought an elective office, 
but the political appointment of postmaster was a position he held for more than 20 
years. Mrs. Windsor, Sarah Rebecca Darby, was also an active person in the commu­
nity. She was instrumental in the organization of the Darnestown Woman's Club and 
active l y involved in the chu rch. The Darnestown Woman's Club was organized as the 
Mutual Improvement Club. In 1905, it became one of the original members of the 
Montgomery County Federation of Women's Clubs. 

On the Darnestown Road west of James Windsor lived Philip Reed, a blacksmith 
who came to Darnestown from Poolesville. In 1880, Philip Reed bought this lot from 
Windsor on which he built his house. His blacksmith shop stood beside the house. 
Reed's sons, Edgar and Lewis, became the owners of Reed Brothers Dodge and Plymouth 
agency in Rockvi Ile. The house was later owned by Kelley Rice who ran the farm at 
11 Pleasant Hi l ls. 11 

Dr. Beal l was succeeded as Darnestown doc tor by Dr. Charles Nourse. Charles 
Nourse was born in Washington, D.C., grew up at Seneca where his father, Reverend 
Charles Nourse, was tutor to the children of John Parke Custis Peter, and was re­
ceiving an excellent preparat ion for Princeton College when the Civil War broke 
out. Although he was but 17 years old, he en li s ted in t he Confederate Army in 
White's Batta! ion of Cavalry, Company A. After the war, he studied medicine wi th 
Dr. Maddox in Rockville; in June 1869, he g raduated from the Medica l School of 
Georgetown University. He began practice in Washington but came to Darnestown in 
1870. Here he met, or renewed acquaintances with, and married Ali ce Darby. In 
1875, they returned to Washington, mainly on account of his father's fa ili ng health. 
There he entered the drug business and continued to reside until 1882. But he 
never gave up intentions of returning to Darnestown . Afte r coming back to hi s home 
on the east side of Seneca Road, he practiced medicine throughout the upper part of 
the county for the next 35 years. He was retained by the Seneca Stone Quarries fo r 
their employees and was on the county Board of Hea lth. 

No story of Darnestown would be complete without mention of 11Montanverde. 11 

Sometime between 1806 and 1812, this house was built by Major George Peter of 
Georgetown as a summer home. The house faces south toward a tributary of Seneca 
Creek. It is built of brick but has a fac ing of clapboard. The center section is 
two storied with a one- story wing on each end. The wing on the west is known as 
t he Lincoln Room. Abraham Lincoln, a congressman at the time, is supposed to have 
attended a political rally that the Major gave during the campaign of 1848 between 
Zachary Tay lor and Lew i s Cass. Li ncoln stayed overnight, and tradition says that 
he slept in the west wing. IO 

In 1815, Major George Peter was elected to the Fourteenth Congress from the 
Sixth District of Maryland (Montgomery, Frederick, Allegany, and Garrett Counties ), 
to succeed Alexander Contee Hanson who had resi gned. He was the first Democ rat to 
be e lected from that district. However, his seat was contested on t he g rounds t hat 
he was not a resident of the area he was elected to represent . He was considered a 

10. Farquhar, op . cit., p . 217-218 . 
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resident of Georgetown and was a member of the Georgetown Town Council. The House 
of Representatives, nevertheless, voted to seat him on the basis of the large 
amount of land he owned in Montgomery County. Major Peter was re-elected to the 
Fifteenth Congress and served from October 7, 1816 to March 3, 1819. Then, from 
1819 to 1927, he served in the State House of Delegates . He again became a member 
of Congress in 1828 but was defeated in his bid for re-election. In 1855, he was 
elected by the Democratic Party as a commissioner of Public Works for the State of 
Mary land . 

Major Peter was married three times and had 16 children. When he died in 
1861 , he left the use of "Montanverde1

' and 50 acres to the children of his third 
wife for a period of 10 years . After that it was to be sold. Since the other 
children were settled in their own homes by the time he died, his daughter, Sarah 
Agnes Peter, who never married, occupied "Montanverde . " The house was sold to 
William Barnum, the brother of P. T. Barnum of circus fame. In 1916, it was sold to 
Frank Harmon, Sr . "Montanverde 1

' is still owned by the Harmon family. 

Among the farmers in the area whose names appear in the Hopkins Atlas of 1879 
were Rudolph Beall, James Nathaniel Benton, Nathaniel Clagett, Joseph Estworthy, 
Judson Fields, Hillary Higgins, Zepheniah Nathan Jones, William T. Lewis, Thomas 
Magruder, Elbert Perry, James W. Purdom, William H. Rice, Martin Thompson, James 
Tschiffely, Charles Vinson, William H. Vinson, and Mary Jane West, widow of 
Tilghman West. While few of their descendants still 1 ive in the Darnestown area, 
most of their names are easily recognized as old Montgomery County names . And, 
while only a few of the buildings that once lined Darnestown and Seneca Roads re­
main, the town still is a reminder of by-gone days. 

11. 


